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1 
 

L.O. To find out about 
people who lived in the 
Mesolithic period. 

 
 

Input: Recap the 3 periods of the Stone Age. Today we are looking at the 
Mesolithic era.  

• Show children the map of Britain at the time of the last Ice Age, this is 
when the Mesolithic period begins.  

• Discuss how the change in climate affected the coastline of Britain, as 
well in how it affected flora and fauna. 

• Remind children that without any written history, we have no record of 
what life was like at this time. How do you think we know about this period? 

• Star Carr. Explain that it is an important archaeological site and that we 
can find out a lot about this period from objects that have been found. 

• Show children an illustration of a Mesolithic camp. What can you see in 
this picture? How is this different to life in the Palaeolithic period 

Activity:  Challenge children to find out as much information as they can about 
Star Carr and what life was like for people in the Mesolithic period. Create a fact 
file.  

 
Plenary:   Historians think that the sea rose very quickly after the last Ice Age and 
that there were tsunamis where huge waves inundated the land. How do you think 
Mesolithic people would have felt when they saw these big waves? Remind 
children that people of the time wouldn’t have understood what was happening. 
Discuss ideas together. 

https://www.bbc.com/
bitesize/articles/z334
87h  

 
IWB  

 
Information sheets 
and pictures. 

 
http://www.starcarr.c
om/gallery.html   

Sta Carr images 

Show the chn a range 
of images from google 
of Mesolithic art work. 

Give time to discuss 
what they like/ dislike 
and what they think it 
depicts.  

2 
 

To understand what 
was found at Skara 

● Read the newspapers article as a class.  

● Nomadic lifestyle of Stone Age people was coming to an end. 

PP 

IWB  

https://watercolourclub.
wordpress.com/2009/07

Silver 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/articles/z33487h
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/articles/z33487h
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/articles/z33487h
http://www.starcarr.com/gallery.html
http://www.starcarr.com/gallery.html
https://watercolourclub.wordpress.com/2009/07/26/sunkissed-skara-brae/
https://watercolourclub.wordpress.com/2009/07/26/sunkissed-skara-brae/


Brae and why it is 
important 

 
 

● Farming had begun because there is evidence at Skara Brae of people 
growing food and keeping livestock. 

● Go through PP. Allow time to discuss each slide and for children to have 
the chance to feedback some key facts they learn. 

● Two significant storms on Orkney for Skara Brae: one when William Watt 
first discovered the site in 1850, then another when the site was badly 
damaged in 1925. More houses were found on the site when 
archaeologists began digging. 

Activity: Chn are to retrieve information from the newspaper article and 
remember the important facts discussed as a class. Chn to write down the 
importance of Skara Brea.  

Plenary: Chn to present their findings as a report to the class.  

/26/sunkissed-skara-
brae/  

 
Show the chn the water 
colour of Skara Brae. 
Ask them what medium 
they think the artist 
used. 

 
Get the chn to discuss 
what they think the 
weather was like on 
that day in the 
painting.   

3 

 

To locate surviving 
monuments from the 
Stone Age to Iron Age. 

 
 

Input 

● Explain that today we will be locating famous monuments from the 
prehistoric world.  

● Do the chn know any monuments? 

● Explain that we will be using IPads to locate monuments. 

Activity: Chn are to follow a list of surviving Stone Age – Iron Age monuments 
and locate them using google. Transfer the information to maps.  

Plenary: Chn to share locations with a partner and ensure they are accurate.  

Blank map 

List of monuments  

IPads/chromebooks 

 

 

4 To gather information 
about a prehistoric 
monument 

 
 

Input 

● Explain that today we are going to be collecting information about 
Stonehenge. 

● We need to collect information on lots of aspects to be able to put a 
visitor’s guide together for the public.  

Activity: Mind map with the chn the main sections of information we need to 
collect. Show the chn a visitors information leaflet for them to use as a guide. 

Chn are to research information for the sessions and make notes.  

Plenary: Discuss some of the information the chn have found. Do they 
understand it? Can they follow and re-write the information? 
 

IPads/Chromebooks 

Books 

 

 

https://watercolourclub.wordpress.com/2009/07/26/sunkissed-skara-brae/
https://watercolourclub.wordpress.com/2009/07/26/sunkissed-skara-brae/


5 and 
6 

 

L.O. To present 
information about a 
prehistoric monument 

 
. 

Input 

● Explain that today we will be presenting all the information we have 
gathered about Stonehenge as a visitor’s guide. 

● Let the chn explore a range of visitor guides so they can follow a similar 
structure.  

● Discuss with the chn how the best way to present this information would 
be. 

● What HAS to be included? 

Activity: Chn to start putting together their leaflet. It must include location, history, 
possible theories.   

(Complete in Lesson 6 and present their finished leaflets to the class) 

Books 

Notes 

Visitor guides 

 

 

 

 

 


