
Spain 
Spain, or the Kingdom of Spain (Reino 

de España), is a country located in 

southwestern Europe with parts of 

territory in the Atlantic Ocean and 

across the Mediterranean Sea. 

 

Spain’s mainland shares a border with France, Andorra and 

Portugal. To the south is Gibraltar. It is also bounded by the 

Mediterranean Sea, the Bay of Biscay, and the Atlantic Ocean. 

Its territory also includes the Canary Islands in the Atlantic 

Ocean, the Balearic Islands in the Mediterranean Sea, the 

autonomous cities of Ceuta and Melilla, and several minor 

overseas territories also scattered along the Moroccan coast of 

the Alboran Sea. 



Mainland Spain covers 493,514sq km in land area; the Balearic 

Islands cover 4,992 square kilometres; the Canary Islands cover 

7,492 square kilometres; and the cities of Ceuta and Melilla 

cover 32 square kilometres. 

Spain has a population of 47,350,000 (47.35 million). 

The capital city of Spain is Madrid. It is also the country’s 

largest city.The city has almost 3.4 million inhabitants and a 

metropolitan area population of approximately 6.7 million. It is 

the second-largest city in the European Union (EU), surpassed 

only by Berlin. 

 

  



Flag 
The National Flag of Spain consists of three horizontal bands of 

red (top), yellow (double width), and red, with the national coat 

of arms on the hoist side of the yellow band. 

 

The red and yellow colours are related to those of the oldest 

Spanish kingdoms: Aragon, Castile, Leon, and Navarre. 

The coat of arms is quartered to display the emblems of the 

traditional kingdoms of Spain (clockwise from upper left, 

Castile, Leon, Navarre, and Aragon). Granada is represented by 

the stylized pomegranate at the bottom of the shield.The arms 

are framed by two columns representing the Pillars of Hercules, 

which are the two promontories (Gibraltar and Ceuta) on either 

side of the eastern end of the Strait of Gibraltar.The red 

scroll across the two columns bears the motto of “Plus Ultra” 

(further beyond) referring to Spanish lands beyond Europe.  



Population 
People from Spain are Spanish. 

 

 

 

15.02% of people living in Spain are aged 0-14 years. 

9.9% of people living in Spain are aged 15-24 years. 

43.61% of people living in Spain are aged 25-54 years. 

12.99% of people living in Spain are aged 55-64 years. 

18.49% of people living in Spain are aged 65 years and over.  
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City Life 
81.3% of the population in Spain live in towns and cities. 

Madrid is the capital city of Spain, and it is also the biggest city 

in the country. 

 

The next biggest city is Barcelona, and then Valencia. 

 

Can you find the landmarks below on the map? 

 

Find out about another famous landmark shown on the map. 

 

 



Palacio Real 

The Royal Palace of Madrid was 

home to the Kings of Spain 

from Charles III to Alfonso 

XIII. It is the official 

residence of the Spanish royal 

family at the city of Madrid, 

although now used only for state ceremonies. The palace has 

135,000 m² of floor space and contains 3,418 rooms. It is the 

largest functioning royal palace and the largest by floor area in 

Europe. 

 

Museo del Prado 

The Prado Museum, officially known 

as Museo Nacional del Prado, is the 

main Spanish national art museum, 

located in central Madrid.Founded as 

a museum of paintings and sculpture 

in 1819, it also contains important 

collections of other types of works. 

 

Plaza Mayor 

The Plaza Mayor (Town 

Square) is in the heart of 

Madrid. It was once the 

centre of Old Madrid. It was 

first built (1580–1619) during 

the reign of Philip III. Only a 

few blocks away is another 

famous plaza, the Puerta del 

Sol. 



Teleferico 

The Madrid Cable 

Car offers 

residents of Madrid 

and tourists the 

chance to fly over 

the city and see 

from the air the 

most historical, as 

well as the greenest, parts of Madrid. Monumental buildings, 

highways, parks and gardens are at your feet, offering one of the 

best views of the city. 

 

Gran Via 

The Gran Via (Great Way), 

sometimes referred to as the 

"Spanish Broadway", is one of 

the city's most important 

shopping areas, with a large 

number of hotels and large 

movie theatres. 

 

Cibeles Fountain 

The Cibeles Fountain has 

been standing since 1782. 

One of the city’s most 

famous landmarks, it depicts 

Cybele, the Great Mother of 

the gods and Roman goddess 

of fertility, atop a chariot drawn by two lions. 

 



Tourism 
Spain is a very popular holiday destination.  

With vibrant, 

historic cities and 

sunny beaches, 

Spain attracts 

more tourists than 

any other 

European country 

except France. 

The tourism 

industry drive 

Spain's economy. 

Aside from the 

major cities of Madrid and Barcelona, other popular tourist 

destinations include Malaga in Andalusia, and Santiago de 

Compostela in Galicia as this town is the endpoint of the famous 

Camino pilgrimage trail. 

The Balearic islandsof Formentera, Ibiza, Menora and Mallorca 

in the Mediterranean Sea belong to Spain as well as the Canary 

Islands in the Atlantic Ocean. These are all popular holiday 

spots. 

 

Have you been on holiday in Spain? 

Where did you visit?  



Spanish Regions 

 

The Spanish nation is divided in 17 autonomous communities 

which are regions where people have their own regional 

government. 



History 
Settlers have migrated to Spain from Europe, Africa, and the 

Mediterranean since the beginning of history. The Phoenicians, who 

came in the 8th century B.C., called the peninsula "Span," or hidden 

land. By the first century B.C. the Romans had conquered Spain. 

Spain became mostly Christian under the Romans, who were followed 

by the Vandals and the Visigoths, Germanic peoples from Europe. The 

Visigoth rulers fought among themselves, and in A.D. 711 Muslims from 

Africa invaded Spain. From 711 

to 1492 Islamic Moors ruled in 

Spain. Islamic culture spread 

across Spain as Muslim rulers 

introduced new crops and 

irrigation systems, and trading 

increased. Mathematics, 

medicine, and philosophy became more advanced, peaking in the tenth 

century—the golden age of Islamic rule in Spain. 

In 1492 Christian 

kingdoms in northern 

Spain conquered the 

Muslims and spread 

the Catholic religion. 

Christopher Columbus 

reached America and 

the Spanish rulers 

started forming their 

empire, building colonies in the Americas. Enriched by silver from the 

Americas, Spain grew more powerful.  



In the 16th century Spanish kings also ruled over many European 

countries: Portugal, Netherlands, parts of France, Germany, Italy and 

Austria.  

Spain later lost land and power in the Napoleonic Wars, which ended in 

1815. 

The Spanish Civil War 

raged in Spain from 1936 

to 1939 when dictator 

General Franco took over 

the country. More than 

500,000 people died in the 

Spanish Civil War. The 

victorious Gen. Francisco 

Franco ruled as a brutal 

dictator until his death in 1975.  

In 1975 Franco died and Juan Carlos I became King of Spain. Soon 

after, Spain began to transform itself into a modern, industrial, and 

democratic European nation. 

In 2014, Juan Carlos’ son Felipe followed him on the throne. 

  



Geography 
Spain has many mountain 

ranges. The Mount Teide 

(Tenerife, Canary Islands) is 

the highest mountain of Spain. 

In the north there are a range 

of mountains and the weather 

remains very cold in the winter 

with lots of snow but becomes gentle and warm during summer.  

The south-east mountain range is called La Sierra Nevada (The 

Snowy Mountains) and has the highest mountain in mainland Spain, 

Mulacen which is 

2952 meters. La 

Sierra Nevada is 

very popular in winter 

for winter sports 

such as skiing. The 

snow even remains on 

the peaks throughout 

the year.  

The south coast has 

a warm and temperate climate, neither very hot nor very cold. 

Since Spain is in the south of Europe, it is very sunny. Many people 

take holidays in Spain to enjoy its beaches and cities.  

Spain shares borders with Portugal in the West, France and 

Andorra in the North and the British territory Gibraltar in the 

South. The Spanish territories of Ceuta and Melilla are in North 

Africa and share border with Morocco. 



Culture and Arts 
Spain is home to some 

famous representatives 

of art and architecture. 

Artists like Pablo 

Picasso, Francisco Goya, 

Salvador Dali, and Joan 

Miro are all Spanish.  

Some of these painters 

represented the fights 

between liberals and absolutists for instance Francisco Goya 

and some painters where modern impressionist painters who 

belonged to the modernism art movement, including Pablo 

Picasso, Salvador Dali, Juan Gris and Joan Miro.  

Barcelona, Spain’s most 

popular tourist 

destination, was the 

home of pioneer 

architect, Antoni Gaudi, 

who designed complex 

architectural 

structures in the 

Catalan City such as La 

Sagrada Familia and 

Parc Guell.  

 

 



Food 
Food is a strong foundation in Spanish culture. The blend of Arab, 

Roman, Jewish and Mediterranean cuisine involves lots of different 

ingredients and flavours from all corners of the world.  

Spain produces large quantities of olive oil and wine. Some common 

ingredients of Spanish cuisine include garlic, tomato, pepper, 

potatoes, beans and curated meats.  

Spanish people enjoy a style of appetizer and snack known as tapas. 

La tapas are usually a mix of small preparations like cold cuts, 

cheeses croquetas (corquettes) and calamares (squid). 

Some typical Spanish foods include: 

Fideua: Is similar to paella but made 

with short spaghetti-like pasta called 

‘fideos’. Its base is a mix of fish stock 

and a tomato-pepper sauce that the 

pasta soaks up as it cooks, taking on all 

the flavour. Then it is layered with fish 

and seafood. 

 Jamon: This is a artisanal dry-cured ham 

produced in Spain. It is one of the most 

globally recognised food items of Spanish 

cuisine. It has a deep red colour and is 

more intense in flavour than prosciutto.  

Fabada Asturiana: Is a Spanish bean 

stew specialty consisting of sausages, 

white beans, and lard. It originated in 

Asturias, the northern region of Spain, 

but has grown to become one of the 

country’s most famous bean dish 



recipes today. Records suggest that it popularised during the 19th 

century.   

Patatas bravas: This is one of the 

most popular and classic Spanish tapas 

dishes that is served in bars all over 

Spain. There are two main elements in 

Spanish patatas: the potatoes and the 

sauce. The potatoes are bite-size 

chunks deep fried in olive oil and their 

cubical shape makes them iconic.  

Gazpacho: A cold soup dish that is made out of raw, blended 

vegetables. Is has now become common throughout Spain but 

originated from the Andalusian region. It is made out of ripened 

tomatoes and other vegetables with a few spices. It is served cold, and 

is a tapas dish that is sometimes served as a main course in the 

summer.  

Churros: These are Spain’s 

equivalent to doughnuts, fried 

lengths of dough that are 

coated in sugar and served with 

a thick dipping chocolate. 

Churros are a typical Spanish 

dessert that can be bought and 

enjoyed all over Spain. Churros can either be thin (sometimes knotted) 

or long and thick, where they are known as porras[es] or jeringos in 

some regions.  

 

Challenges: 

- How many of these Spanish foods have you eaten? 

- Create yourself a menu for a day of Spanish foods. 



Olive Oil 
 Spain is the epicentre of the olive world. 

Of all the countries in the world, Spain has more than a third of 

the world’s olive trees, and is 

the top producer of olive oil 

in the world.  Olive oil is a 

vegetable oil and is made by 

getting the juice of the 

fruits of the olive tree. The 

fruits of an olive tree are 

called the olives. The oil that 

theses fruits produce are used in cooking, as well as cosmetics, 

traditional medicine and as a fuel for oil lamps.  

Olive oil quality is inspected 

by chemical analysis. One of 

the most important things 

measures is how much acid 

is in the oil. The highest 

quality of olive oil (Extra-

Virgin) must feature an 

acidity lower than 0.8%.  

Many people use olive oil in their diet as it contains high levels 

of unsaturated fats which can be seen as healthy. Olive oil is 

popular in Mediterranean counties.  

 

 



Music and Dance 
Spanish culture is known 

for have famous melodies 

and rhythms. The 

flamenco is a West 

Andalusian musical genre 

which, contrary to 

popular belief, is not 

widespread outside that 

region. There are various styles of folk music and even pop, 

rock, hip hop and heavy metal are popular.  In Spain there are 

over forty professional orchestras, including the Orquestra 

Simfonica de Barcelona, Orquesta Nacional de Espana and the 

Orquesta Sinfonica de Madrid.  

Thousands of music fans also travel to Spain each year for 

internationally recognised summer music festivals like Sonar 

which often feature the top up and coming pop and techno acts 

and the Benicassim which features rock and dance acts. Both 

festivals mark Spain as an 

international music presence and 

reflects the taste of the young 

people in the country.  

The most popular traditional musical 

instrument, the guitar, originated in 

Spain. Typical of the north where 

traditional bag  pipers or gaiteros, 

mainly Asturias and Galicia.  



Spanish Sports 

El futbol (football) is the 

highest grossing sport in 

Spain.  

Spain’s official football 

team won the 2010 FIFA 

World Cup. La Liga 

Espanola (Spanish league) 

has some of the best 

performing teams in the 

world. Soccer clubs like Barcelona and Real Madrid, have the best 

names and superstars. Many people get conflicted when these two 

teams face each other in El Clasico.  

The country is also 

known for other 

famous athletes and 

championships. 

Tennis player Rafael 

Nadal and Formula 1 

champion Fernando 

Alonso, set high 

standards for their 

competitors around 

the world.  

 

Other popular sports in Spain include basketball, water polo and  

surfing.  



Money - Euro 

The euro was introduced in Spain in 2002. Most of the countries 

from the European union adopted this new currency to make it 

easier to travel between countries. Euro is the official currency 

of 19 out of the 28 member states and this includes Spain.  

 

There are seven Euro 

notes worth €500, 

€200, €100, €50, €20, 

€ 10and €5.  

 

Regarding coins, there 

are eight different 

kinds: €2, €1, €0.50, €0.20, €0.10, € 0.05, € 0.02 and 0.01€. 

While one side of the coin has a common image for all the 

eurozone, the other one offers a different design in each 

country. Spanish coins, for example, usually have several 

monuments and the King’s portrait. 



Celebrations and Festivals 
Spain’s history comes with a selection of celebrations and traditions. 

Semana Santa (Holy Week) 

is one of the largest 

celebrations. It’s known for 

having processions that 

commemorate the Passion 

of Christ.  

El Día de Reyes Magos (Day 

of the Three Kings) is 

widely celebrated across 

the country and is a 

favorite holiday for children. They receive gifts and there’s colorful 

parades in the cities where they celebrate their long awaited 

arrival. 

Spanish “fiestas” (festivals) are large celebrations and carnivals 

devoted to a specific Saint or City. These fiestas have traditional 

foods, fireworks, dancing, handmade decorations, parades, concerts, 

and theater. 

 Other traditions like the 

running of the bulls of 

San Fermín in Pamplona, 

and the tomato fights 

of la Tomatina are 

experiences that draw 

millions of people and 

tourists to celebrate 

Spanish culture.  

  



Spain  

– Fun Facts 
Spanish people know how to relax. 

Generally, they spend 16 out of the 24 hours in a day resting, eating 

drinking and sleeping.  

The first stapler was made in Spain. This special stapler was made 

for the French King Louis XV and each staple had the royal emblem 

engraved on it. 

Spanish People live very long, with an average life expectancy of 82 

years. 

The world’s first work of Modern Literature, Don Quixote by Miguel 

Cervantes was published in Spanish.  

Spain is the only country in Europe to share a border with 

an African country.  

Spain has the 3rd most number of UNESCO world heritage sites. 

This contributes to its massive tourism industry. 

Spain has more than 60 islands and islets. 

Recognized by the Guinness world records, Spain’s ‘El Restaurante 

Botin’ is the oldest restaurant in Spain. It was opened in 1725. 

 


