
The LIFE Rural Primary Curriculum for History Year A       

                             Years 3 and 4 

 

  

Subject Intent Statement  

The Rural Primary History Curriculum helps pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. Our History Curriculum will 
inspire pupils’ boundless curiosity to know more about the past. Teaching across the Rural Primaries encourages pupils to ask perceptive questions, think critically and 
empathetically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. History helps pupils to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of 
change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of their time. Our curriculum will develop the 
following key skills and concepts; historical interpretations; historical investigations; chronological understanding; knowledge and understanding of events, people and 
changes in the past; presenting, organising and communicating. At our schools, the History Curriculum will help children to gain a knowledge of local history in order to help 
them understand their place in the world; as well as a broader understanding of all history, how this has led to the world as it is today and how they can use the past to gain 
the courage to change the world for the better.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Knowledge – Factual information that children will acquire in the topic 

Skills Progression – the building of key skills that children will develop as they go through the year groups and through the topic  

Rationale – to include: why you teach this topic at all, why you teach it at your school and why you teach it in this sequence.  Please make reference to any 
cross curricular links, school values and British Values 



Topic/Text 
 

Key Knowledge  
 

Skills Progression  Rationale  

Chocolate! • To understand the 
Mayan Gods. 

• To understand how to 
use a range of resources 
to be a researcher. 

• To understand the 
Mayan writing system. 

• To understand the 
Mayan Calendar. 
 

Historical Interpretation: Children should understand how our 
knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources. 
- To look at more than two versions of the same period in history and 

identify differences. 
- To investigate different accounts of historical events and be able to 

explain some of the reasons why the accounts may be different. 
Historical Investigation: Pupils should regularly address and       
sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, 
similarity and difference, and significance. Children should construct 
informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation 
of relevant historical information. 
- To use a range of sources to find out about the past. How do we 

know what happened and why when studying history? 
- To construct informed responses about key events in the past 

through careful selection and organisation of relevant historical 
information. How do we know how people lived by studying what 
has been left behind? 

- To address and sometimes devise own questions to find answers 
about the past. 

- To begin to undertake their own research. 
Chronological Understanding: Pupils should continue to develop a 
chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local 
and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the 
periods they study. 
- To sequence events on a timeline using dates, including those that 

are sometimes further apart.  
- To understand that a timeline can be divided into BC (Before Christ) 

and AD (Anno Domini) or BCE (before common era) and CE 
(common era) 

Knowledge and Understanding of Events, People and Changes in the 
past. Children should note connections, contrasts and trends over 
time. 
- To note key changes over a period of time and be able to give 

• In this unit, the children will explore the 
world of the Maya and debate whether 
they should continue to be remembered 
today as a significant culture. They will 
also study the possible reasons why the 
Maya city-states declined after 900 AD. 
They will consider the issues faced when 
studying a culture where only a limited 
range of types of evidence is available, 
predominantly archaeological evidence. 
They will make links to other societies 
studied, such as the Stone Age and 
Ancient Egypt. 

• This unit ties in with our English texts, 
‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’ by 
Roald Dahl and ‘A Chocolate Tree’ by 
Linda Lowery and the poem ‘Chocolate 
Cake’ by Michael Rosen. Having learnt 
about chocolate, children design and 
make a chocolate bar wrapper in DT. In 
geography, children learn about the area 
populated by the Mayans and in art, 
children design and make Mayan style 
pottery. School values covered include, 
Boundless Creativity: studying a people 
who brought us the number zero, and 
advances in calendars and counting. 

• This unit is taught in the autumn as part 
of our topic ‘Chocolate’. 

 



reasons for those changes. Why did the Mayan’s believe in their 
Gods and why did their beliefs fade? 

- To find out about the everyday lives of people in time studied 
compared with our life today. How did the Mayans live? 

- To explain how people and events in the past have influenced life 
today. What was the effect of chocolate on the world? 

- To identify key features, aspects and events of the time studied. 
Presenting, Organising and Communicating: Children should note 
connections, contrasts and trends over time. 
- To use and understand appropriate historical vocabulary. 
- To present, communicate and organise ideas about the past using 

models, drama role-play and different genres of writing. 
- To start to present ideas based on their own research about the 

studied period. 
 
 

 
Ancient Egypt • To find out about 

ancient Egyptian life by 
looking at artefacts. 

• To understand what was 
important to people 
during ancient Egyptian 
times. 

• To understand and 
explain the ancient 
Egyptian ritual of 
mummification. 

• To understand how 
evidence can give us 
different answers about 
the past. 

• To compare and contrast 
the Egyptian writing with 
my own. 

• To compare and contrast 
the powers of different 
Egyptian gods. 

Historical Interpretation: Children should understand how our 
knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources. 
- To investigate different accounts of historical events and be able to 

explain some of the reasons why the accounts may be different. 
How do we know how Ancient Egyptians lived? 

Historical Investigation: Pupils should regularly address and       
sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, 
similarity and difference, and significance. Children should construct 
informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation 
of relevant historical information. 
- To use a range of sources to find out about the past. Contemporary 

accounts/bias? 
- To construct informed responses about a key event in the past 

through careful selection and organisation of relevant historical 
information. Understand why the Egyptians mummified their dead. 
Contrast and compare to how the dead are treated today? 

- To address and sometimes devise own questions to find answers 
about the past. Why did the Egyptians develop their hieroglyphs?  

- To begin to undertake their own research. Use books/ICT 
Chronological Understanding: Pupils should continue to develop a 
chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local 

• The Ancient Egyptians had developed an 
advanced civilisation around the Nile. 
They brought writing (hieroglyphics), ink, 
make up, advancement in medicine, 
toothpaste, door locks, ploughs, 
calendars and sundials amongst other 
things to our collective knowledge. 

• This unit is taught as it allows children to 
understand parts of British heritage and 
how the Ancient Egyptians influenced 
this. It also promotes Heartfelt 
Compassion as the children learn about 
the history of a country that is different 
to their own as well as promoting 
tolerance and respect for those who are 
different.  

• This unit is taught in the spring as part of 
our topic ‘Ancient Egypt’ and may 
include a visit to the British Museum. It 
works well with our English text ‘The 
Time travelling Cat and the Egyptian 



and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the 
periods they study. 
- To sequence events on a timeline using dates, including those that 

are sometimes further apart.  
- To understand that a timeline can be divided into BC (Before Christ) 

and AD (Anno Domini) or BCE (before common era) and CE 
(common era). 

Knowledge and Understanding of Events, People and Changes in the 
past. 
- To note key changes over a period of time and be able to give 

reasons for those changes. Learn about the religious beliefs and the 
gods and goddesses that the Ancient Egyptians worshipped. 

- To find out about the everyday lives of people in time studied 
compared with our life today.  

- To explain how people and events in the past have influenced life 
today. What did the Ancient Egyptians bring to us? 

- To identify key features, aspects and events of the time studied. 
Presenting, Organising and Communicating: Children should note 
connections, contrasts and trends over time. 
- To use and understand appropriate historical vocabulary. 
- To present, communicate and organise ideas about the past using 

models, drama role-play and different genres of writing. 
- To start to present ideas based on their own research about the 

studied period. 
 

 

Goddess’ by Julia Jarman. In DT, the 
children will design and make an 
Egyptian Shaduf. In geography, we locate 
the world’s countries, using maps to 
focus on Egypt, concentrating on its 
environmental regions and key physical 
and human characteristics. We look at 
climate zones, vegetation belts, rivers 
and human geography, including types of 
settlement and land use, economic 
activity including trade links, and the 
distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals and 
water. In art and design, we make our 
own paper and create art in an Egyptian 
style and write using hieroglyphs.  

 

 


