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Key 
Question Why is light an important symbol to so many believers?  

Lesson Learning Objective and Success 
Criteria 

Learning Tasks & Activities Resources/ICT Links to the 
Arts 
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L.O. To discuss how ‘light’ is an 
important symbol to many religions. 

 
Success criteria: 

1. I must explain what a 
‘symbol ‘ is 

2. I should explain why people 
think light is an important 

symbol 
3. I could give examples from 

various religions   

Input: 
Where have we seen signs of light before? Can we think of any 
examples?  
May religions use light as a symbol.  
 
Task: 
As a class, discuss the following statements. What does it mean? 
Make a simple mindmap for each statement.  

1. Christians believe that Jesus is the light of the world. He is 
regarded as the light who will lead people out of darkness 
into God’s light. During the season of Advent (the four 
weeks leading up to Christmas), Christians think about 
waiting for the arrival of Christ, and about the importance 
of coming out of darkness into light and seeing things as 
they truly are. 

2. Hindus and Sikhs celebrate Diwali, the Festival of Light, 
over a five-day period. During this time, everyone rejoices 
in the victory of good over evil, light over darkness and 
knowledge over ignorance. The festival is celebrated by 
lighting small, clay oil lamps (called divas), and with 
fireworks. People give one another presents and sweets, 
too: it’s a great favourite with children! 

  

BRONZE 



3. In Judaism, Hanukkah, the Jewish festival of lights, marks a 
celebration for the Jewish people. At the end of a three-
year war, the Maccabees recaptured Jerusalem and 
wanted to rededicate their temple to God. When they 
were cleaning the temple and getting it ready for the 
rededication, they found a single pot of holy oil with the 
seal of the high priest still intact. When they came to light 
the eight-branched temple candlestick (the menorah), 
they saw that there was only enough oil to last a day. They 
decided to light the menorah anyway, and miraculously, it 
stayed alight for eight days. This became known as the 
miracle of the oil. 

4. In Islam, God is never depicted because it is impossible to 
describe him through references to the physical world. 
However, in the Qur’an (Qur’an 24.35-6), there is a 
passage that begins, ‘God is the Light of the heavens and 
earth.’ (recap the creation story from last half term) 

 
Plenary: 
Discuss: why is light important to Muslims?  
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L.O. To identify the key features of 
Ramadan  

 
Success criteria: 

1. I must explain what 
Ramadan is 

2. I should explain how 
Muslims act during Ramadan 

3. I could explain how light is 
an important part of 

Ramadan  

Input: 
What is Ramadan? Do we know anything about it? Have we hear 
of it before?  
 
Task: 
Read the attached story to the class and discuss.  
 
Plenary: 
Make a mind-map of our initial ideas of Ramadan and the 
importance of light (the moon) in Ramadan 

https://www.twinkl.co.
uk/resource/rameenas-
ramadan-story-
powerpoint-t-or-1370  
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L.O. To explain how light is an 
important part of Ramadan   

 
Success criteria: 

Input: 
Recap the story from last lesson, what do we remember? 
Work through the attached powerpoints all about Ramadan and 

https://www.twinkl.co.
uk/resource/all-about-
ramadan-presentation-
ar-ise-118 
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1. I must explain what 
Ramadan is 

2. I should explain how 
Muslims act during 

Ramadan 
3. I could explain how light 

is an important part of 
Ramadan 

it’s importance to Muslims  
 
Task: 
Children create a poster explaining what Ramadan is and why it is 
important to Muslims.  
 
Plenary: 
Gallery view – children walk around the room to view each other’s 
posters. Children choose one poster and explain what they like about it.  
 

 
https://www.twinkl.co.
uk/resource/t-re-170-
ks1-ramadan-
information-powerpoint  
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L.O. To identify and explain the 
key features of Eid-ul-Fitr 

 
Success criteria: 

1. I must explain that Eid-ul-
Fitr is an Islamic festival 

2. I should explain how light 
is an important part of the 

festival 
3. I could give examples of 

ways Muslims celebrate Eid-
ul-Fitr 

Input: 
Recap last lesson. Look at the five pillars of Islam. One of the rules 
is fasting, during the month of Ramadan. This means that 
Muslims can eat only before sunrise and at night for a whole 
month. Ask chn: Can you imagine not eating in the daytime? 
Would that be easy or difficult?  
At the end of Ramadan, the festival Eid-ul-Fitr begins when the 
first sight of the new moon is seen in the sky. Lasting three days, 
it is a time for family and friends to get together, for celebrating 
with good food, presents and lighting the sky with colourful 
fireworks! Look through the powerpoint.  
 
Task: 
Tell the children they are going to be exploring some activities 
that are part of celebrating the festival of Eid. (The following are 
designed to be completed as a carrousel of activities over the 2 
lessons.) 
 

1. Eid cards (Teacher guided): Eid cards are sent to family 
and friends who live too far away to visit for Eid. Try 
making a potato print Eid card (see weblink). Alternatively, 
cut different shapes from folded coloured paper then 
open carefully to reveal a symmetrical pattern. Stick onto 
contrasting card and write their own `Eid Mubarak’ - 
Happy Eid greetings.  

https://www.twinkl.co.
uk/resource/t-t-13117-
eyfs-eid-powerpoint  
 
https://www.youtube
.com/watch?v=fe8qRj
12OhY –  Islamic call 
to prayer; 
http://primaryhomew
orkhelp.co.uk/religion
/Islam.htm –  About 
Islam; 
http://www.activityvil
lage.co.uk/potato-
print-eid-card –  
Potato print Eid cards; 
http://www.activityvil
lage.co.uk/design-an-
islamic-prayer-mat –  
Design an Islamic 
prayer mat; 
http://www.activityvil
lage.co.uk/star-and-
crescent-moon-
mobile –  Star and 
crescent moon 
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2. Moon & Star Mobile (Assistant guided): Take a star and 
crescent moon mobile (see weblink) and ask chn: How can 
you make your moon look extra special? Discuss how the 
moon is important to Muslims. Moon plays a very 
important role in the lives of Muslims because they follow 
a lunar calendar - a calendar based on lunar cycles. This 
means that each month begins with the sighting of a new 
moon.  

3. Mehndi activity: See the Information sheet entitled About 
Mehndi (session resource). Examine photographs of 
mehndi patterns. Chn draw around their hands and create 
a unique mehndi pattern using crayons and felt tips.  

4. Firework play dough: See the Information sheet entitled 
Play dough fireworks (session resource).  Use black play 
dough, gift tags, ribbons and silver glitter to make firework 
creations. 

5. Children explore the online Qur’an and find passages 
involving light.  

 
Plenary: 
Children answer key question.  

mobile; http://al-
quran.info/#home – 
Online Qur`an. 
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