
The LIFE Rural Primary Curriculum for Religious Education Year A 

Years 1 and 2 

 

Subject Intent Statement  

Being Church of England schools, RE is of great importance within our Rural Primary Curriculum. In line with Section 2 79 (1) School Standards and Framework Act, our RE 
Curriculum ‘promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils and of society, and prepares pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and 
experiences of later life’. The curriculum offers our pupils broad and rich topic coverage, spanning over several of the main world religions whilst also allowing them the opportunity 
to learn that there are those who do not hold religious beliefs. The Rural Primary RE Curriculum provides opportunities for pupils to develop positive attitudes and values and to 
reflect and relate their learning in RE to their own experience. Through each unit, children will learn about and understand a range of religions and world views. They will learn 
through theological, philosophical and human and social science approaches. The children will study religions via in-depth studies and encounters, regularly applying their 
knowledge to current affairs and real-world issues. Overall, our curriculum aims to enable our children to hold balanced and well-informed conversations about religion and 
worldviews. 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Knowledge – Factual information that children will acquire in the topic 

Skills Progression – the building of key skills that children will develop as they go through the year groups and through the topic  

Rationale – to include: why you teach this topic at all, why you teach it at your school and why you teach it in this sequence.  Please make reference to any 
cross curricular links, school values and British Values 



Topic 
 

Key Knowledge  
 

Skills Progression  Rationale  

Christianity 
Where is 
religion around 
the world? 

• An understanding of 
the Christian religion  

• An understanding of 
Christian views 

• An understanding of 
the importance of 
religion to cultures 
and countries  
 

Children begin to recall and name different beliefs and main festivals 
associated with religions. Children can recognise different religious 
symbols, their relevance for individuals and how they feature in 
festivals. 

Children can: 
o describe the main beliefs of a religion; 
o describe the main festivals of a religion. 

 
Children begin to explore daily practices and rituals of religions, 
identifying religious practices and recognising that some are featured 
in more than one religion. Children begin to reflect on their own 
experiences of attending ceremonies. 

Children can: 
o recognise, name and describe religious artefacts, places and 

practices; 
o explain religious rituals and ceremonies and the meaning of 

them, including their own experiences of them; 
o observe when practices and rituals are featured in more than 

one religion or lifestyle. 
 
Children explore a range of sources of wisdom and the traditions 
from which they come. They can suggest some meanings to 
religious stories. Children begin to recognise different symbols and 
how they express a community’s way of life. 

Children can: 
o name religious symbols and the meaning of them; 
o learn the name of important religious stories; 
o retell religious stories and suggest meanings in the story. 

 
Children look at and appreciate how many people’s values are an 

• It is important to show children that 
religion is everywhere in the world. 
This unit gives them an 
understanding of the different 
cultures, countries and ways of life 
around the globe. 

• We teach this within our Rural 
Primary Schools, as the children 
understand that we live within a 
Christian culture. We feel it is 
important that our children 
understand that although people 
may live in different countries, they 
still follow the same religion.  

• We teach this unit of work first due 
to its ability to consolidate all 
learning from the previous year, but 
also allows them to further their 
understanding of the Christian faith.  



important aspect of their lives. Children look at religious stories to 
understand actions and consequences. Children begin to make 
connections to their own lives, looking at their own actions and 
consequences and choices they can make. 

Children can: 

o look at how values affect a community and individuals; 

o explain how actions can affect other people; 
o understand that they have their own choices to make and begin 

to understand the concept of morals. 
Christianity 
How do 
festivals and 
celebrations 
bring people 
together? 

• An understanding of 
the Christian religion  

• An understanding of 
Christian views 

• An understanding of 
how religious 
festivals are 
celebrated 

• An introduction to 
critical and deeper 
thinking  

• An understanding of 
key Biblical texts  

Children begin to recall and name different beliefs and main festivals 
associated with religions. Children can recognise different religious 
symbols, their relevance for individuals and how they feature in 
festivals. 

Children can: 
o describe the main beliefs of a religion; 
o describe the main festivals of a religion. 

 
Children begin to explore daily practices and rituals of religions, 
identifying religious practices and recognising that some are featured 
in more than one religion. Children begin to reflect on their own 
experiences of attending ceremonies. 

Children can: 
o recognise, name and describe religious artefacts, places and 

practices; 
o explain religious rituals and ceremonies and the meaning of 

them, including their own experiences of them; 
o observe when practices and rituals are featured in more than 

one religion or lifestyle. 
 
Children look at how an appreciation of religion plays an important 
role in the lives of some people. They make links to expressing 
identity and belonging and what is important to them. 

Children can: 

o identify things that are important in their lives; 

• It is important for children to 
understand that celebrations and 
festivals bring people from different 
cultures and countries together. It is 
also important for children to 
understand how different cultures 
and communities celebrate the same 
festival, but it a different way. 

• We teach this unit in our Rural 
Primary Schools as we feel it is 
important for our children to 
understand the power a celebration 
or festival has to bring people 
together, whether they believe in 
the same religion or not. 

• We teach this topic in the Autumn 
Term as it covers both Diwali and 
Christmas. It allows the children to 
learn about the topic whilst seeing it 
happening in real life.  



o ask questions about the puzzling aspects of life; 
o understand that there are similarities and differences between 

people. 
 

Children look at and appreciate how many people’s values are an 
important aspect of their lives. Children look at religious stories to 
understand actions and consequences. Children begin to make 
connections to their own lives, looking at their own actions and 
consequences and choices they can make. 

Children can: 

o look at how values affect a community and individuals; 

o explain how actions can affect other people; 
o understand that they have their own choices to make and begin 

to understand the concept of morals. 
Islam  
What might 
Muslims learn 
from their 
creation 
narrative? 

• An understanding of 
the Islamic religion  

• An understanding of 
Islamic views 

• An introduction to 
comparing and 
analysing different 
faiths  

• An introduction into 
people having 
different views and 
ideas 

• An ability to 
compare and discuss 
faiths  
 

Children begin to recall and name different beliefs and the main 
festivals associated with religions. Children can recognise different 
religious symbols, their relevance for individuals and how they 
feature in festivals. 

Children can: 
o describe the main beliefs of a religion; 
o describe the main festivals of a religion. 

 
Children explore a range of sources of wisdom and the traditions 
from which they come. They can suggest some meanings to 
religious stories. Children begin to recognise different symbols and 
how they express a community’s way of life. 

Children can: 
o name religious symbols and the meaning of them; 
o learn the name of important religious stories; 
o retell religious stories and suggest meanings in the story. 

 
Children look at and appreciate how many people’s values are an 
important aspect of their lives. Children look at religious stories to 
understand actions and consequences. Children begin to make 

• Islam is the second largest religious 
group in the world; it is vital that, in 
order to become valued citizens in all 
aspects of life in Modern Britain, 
children need to have developed an 
understanding of themselves and 
others, including those of other 
faiths.  

• We teach our children about the 
Islamic faith as it important for them 
to understand the different faiths 
and cultures that live alongside us. It 
also allows the children the 
opportunity to gain a better 
understanding of major world views 
and issues. 

• This topic is taught during the Spring 
Term alongside the rest of the 
school. Teaching all of our children 
about the same religion at the same 
time enables deeper thinking and 
conversation between peers. As the 



connections to their own lives, looking at their own actions and 
consequences and choices they can make. 

Children can: 

o look at how values affect a community and individuals; 

o explain how actions can affect other people; 
o understand that they have their own choices to make and begin 

to understand the concept of morals. 

topic is based on creation, it also 
enables the children to link their RE 
work in science which is based on 
plants and things that grow.  

Christianity 
What do 
Christians 
remember at 
Easter? 

• An understanding of 
the Christian religion  

• An understanding of 
Christian views 

• An understanding of 
key events in the 
church  

• An understanding of 
the different 
elements of 
Christian festivals  

• An understanding of 
the importance of 
symbolism and 
sacrifice within the 
Christian religion  

Children begin to recall and name different beliefs and main festivals 
associated with religions. Children can recognise different religious 
symbols, their relevance for individuals and how they feature in 
festivals. 

Children can: 
o describe the main beliefs of a religion; 
o describe the main festivals of a religion. 

 
Children begin to explore daily practices and rituals of religions, 
identifying religious practices and recognising that some are featured 
in more than one religion. Children begin to reflect on their own 
experiences of attending ceremonies. 

Children can: 
o recognise, name and describe religious artefacts, places and 

practices; 
o explain religious rituals and ceremonies and the meaning of 

them, including their own experiences of them; 
observe when practices and rituals are featured in more than one 
religion or lifestyle. 
 
Children explore a range of sources of wisdom and the traditions 
from which they come. They can suggest some meanings to 
religious stories. Children begin to recognise different symbols and 
how they express a community’s way of life. 

Children can: 
o name religious symbols and the meaning of them; 
o learn the name of important religious stories; 

• It is important that children 
understand the major religions and 
festivals around the world. Especially 
those which have such a large impact 
on the areas in which they live.  

• We teach our children about the 
Easter story as it is a major part of 
the Christian calendar and life in 
both historical and modern-day 
Britain.  

• We teach this topic in the Spring 
term as it will coincide with the 
build-up to Easter. The children will 
be able to gain an understanding of 
the festival whilst seeing it 
happening in real life.  



o retell religious stories and suggest meanings in the story. 
 
Children look at how an appreciation of religion plays an important 
role in the lives of some people. They make links to expressing 
identity and belonging and what is important to them. 

Children can: 

o identify things that are important in their lives; 

o ask questions about the puzzling aspects of life; 
o understand that there are similarities and differences between 

people. 
Islam  
Why is light an 
important 
symbol for so 
many religious 
believers?  

• An understanding of 
the Islamic religion  

• An understanding of 
Islamic views 

• An introduction into 
people having 
different views and 
ideas 

• An introduction into 
how different views 
and ideas impact 
culture and society 

• An understanding of 
the importance of 
symbolism in religion  

Children begin to recall and name different beliefs and main festivals 
associated with religions. Children can recognise different religious 
symbols, their relevance for individuals and how they feature in 
festivals. 

Children can: 
o describe the main beliefs of a religion; 
o describe the main festivals of a religion. 

 
Children begin to explore daily practices and rituals of religions, 
identifying religious practices and recognising that some are featured 
in more than one religion. Children begin to reflect on their own 
experiences of attending ceremonies. 

Children can: 
o recognise, name and describe religious artefacts, places and 

practices; 
o explain religious rituals and ceremonies and the meaning of 

them, including their own experiences of them; 
observe when practices and rituals are featured in more than one 
religion or lifestyle. 

• Islam is the second largest religious 
group in the world; it is vital that, in 
order to become valued citizens in all 
aspects of life in Modern Britain, 
children need to have developed an 
understanding of themselves and 
others, including those of other 
faiths.  

• We teach our children about 
symbolism and light within different 
religions to ensure they have an 
understanding of the similarities and 
differences of thoughts and beliefs 
around the world. This topic also 
allows the children to consolidate 
their previous learning of ‘light’ from 
their previous unit.  

• We teach this unit a half term after 
the children’s first unit of Islam as it 
enables them to have time to 
consolidate their learning before 
they continue learning key critical-
thinking skills, as well as an in-depth 
knowledge of an additional religion. 

Encountering 
Religions  
Why do people 

• An understanding of 
the views from: 

- Christianity 

Children begin to recall and name different beliefs and main festivals 
associated with religions. Children can recognise different religious 
symbols, their relevance for individuals and how they feature in 

•  It is important that children have an 
understanding of all religious views 



have different 
views about the 
idea of God?  

- Buddhism 
- Islam 
- Hinduism 
- Judaism 
- Sikhism 
• An introduction into 

critical and deeper 
thinking  

• An introduction to 
philosophical 
thinking  

• An understanding of 
how to look for 
answers within 
religious texts  

festivals. 

Children can: 
o describe the main beliefs of a religion; 
o describe the main festivals of a religion. 

 
Children begin to explore daily practices and rituals of religions, 
identifying religious practices and recognising that some are featured 
in more than one religion. Children begin to reflect on their own 
experiences of attending ceremonies. 

Children can: 
o recognise, name and describe religious artefacts, places and 

practices; 
o explain religious rituals and ceremonies and the meaning of 

them, including their own experiences of them; 
o observe when practices and rituals are featured in more than 

one religion or lifestyle. 
 
Children explore a range of sources of wisdom and the traditions 
from which they come. They can suggest some meanings to 
religious stories. Children begin to recognise different symbols and 
how they express a community’s way of life. 

Children can: 
o name religious symbols and the meaning of them; 
o learn the name of important religious stories; 
o retell religious stories and suggest meanings in the story. 

 
Children look at how an appreciation of religion plays an important 
role in the lives of some people. They make links to expressing 
identity and belonging and what is important to them. 

Children can: 

o identify things that are important in their lives; 

o ask questions about the puzzling aspects of life; 
o understand that there are similarities and differences between 

people. 
 

to enable them to have meaningful 
and well-balanced views, opinions 
and discussions. It is important that 
children understand why people 
have different views and how these 
views effect the world. It is 
important that the children have an 
understanding of what they see and 
hear on the news or in wider society.  

• We teach this unit in our Rural 
Primary Schools as we feel it gives 
the children a basis to begin learning 
critical thinking skills, as well as learn 
valuable knowledge to help them 
build a better understanding of the 
varied and different world around 
them.  

• We teach this unit during the last 
half term as it allows the children to 
utilise all the skills learnt this year, as 
well as develop new ones. It also 
allows the children to consolidate 
any knowledge they have gained, as 
well as apply this knowledge to new 
areas. 



Children look at and appreciate how many people’s values are an 
important aspect of their lives. Children look at religious stories to 
understand actions and consequences. Children begin to make 
connections to their own lives, looking at their own actions and 
consequences and choices they can make. 

Children can: 

o look at how values affect a community and individuals; 

o explain how actions can affect other people; 
o understand that they have their own choices to make and begin 

to understand the concept of morals. 
 

 


