
The LIFE Rural Primary Curriculum for Science Year A  

Years 1 and 2 

 

Subject Intent Statement  

Our Rural Primary Science Curriculum allows our pupils explore their natural curiosity by asking questions and finding the answers. High quality science teaching across the 
schools supports children with the skills and concepts to question things for themselves; we will encourage our children from an early age to ask ‘what if….’, ‘how..’ and 
‘why….’ in their response to scientific  themes and concepts. As children progress through our schools, we will use their questions and curiosity to develop their scientific 
skills in terms of predicting, investigating, recording findings and evaluating. Children feel inspired to be boundlessly creative with their ideas and show courageous 
optimism that their ideas will work as they investigate a range of scientific themes. Our children will have an understanding of how science contributes to the world in 
which they live and how it affects our everyday life preparing them for the increasingly scientific and technological world that they are growing up in. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Knowledge – Factual information that children will acquire in the topic 

Skills Progression – the building of key skills that children will develop as they go through the year groups and through the topic  

Rationale – to include: why you teach this topic at all, why you teach it at your school and why you teach it in this sequence.  Please make reference to any 
cross curricular links, school values and British Values 



Topic and 
science unit 

of work 

 
Key Knowledge  

 
Skills Progression  Rationale  

Fire! Fire! 
 

Everyday 
materials 

Materials 
Y1: 

• distinguish between an 
object and a material from 
which it is made 
identify/name a variety of 
everyday materials 

• describe simple physical 
properties of materials 

• compare and group together 
materials based on simple 
physical properties. 

 
Y2: 

• identify/compare suitability 
of materials 

• find out how the shapes of 
solid objects made from 
some materials can be 
changed by squashing, 
bending, twisting and 
stretching 

Asking Questions and Carrying Out Fair and Comparative 
Tests 
Asking simple questions and recognising that they can 
be answered in different ways. 

• explore the world around them, leading them to 
ask some simple scientific questions about how 
and why 

• things happen; 
• begin to recognise ways in which they might 

answer scientific questions; 
• ask people questions and use simple secondary 

sources to find answers; 
• carry out simple practical tests, using simple 

equipment; 
• experience different types of scientific enquiries, 

including practical activities; 
• talk about the aim of scientific tests they are 

working on. 
 
Observing and Measuring Changes 
 
Observing closely, using simple equipment. 

• observe the natural and humanly constructed 
world around them; 

• observe changes over time; 
• use simple measurements and equipment; 
• make careful observations, sometimes using 

equipment to help them observe carefully. 

• This science unit is taught as it is mandatory 
as detailed in the National Curriculum. 

 
• It is important for children to understand the 

properties of objects and the materials 
which they are made from.  Children must 
be able to make links, using real life 
knowledge, as to the suitability of properties 
to the objects uses.  As well as how materials 
can be changed. 

 
• Pupils learn about the Great Fire of London 

which links with materials.  This topic links 
with the geographical skills of locating 
countries in the UK and their capital cities.  
Children will research and recognise London 
Landmarks.  Additionally, they will make a 
map of a sightseeing day in London.  The 
Design Technology project of ‘designing a 
postage stamp’ uses the skill of testing 
different materials for their suitability, using 
their knowledge of them. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Myself and 
other animals 

 
Animals (and 

animals) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Animals 
Y1: 

• identify/name common 
animals identify/name 
common animals that are 
carnivores, herbivores and 
omnivores 

• describe/compare animal 
structure.  

 
Y2: 

• notice that animals have 
offspring which grow into 
adults 

• find out/describe basic 
needs of animals for survival.  

 

 
Identifying, Classifying, Recording and Presenting Data 
Identifying and classifying. 
Gathering and recording data to help in answering 
questions.  

• use simple features to compare objects, 
materials and living things; 

• decide how to sort and classify objects into 
simple groups with some help; 

• record and communicate findings in a range of 
ways with support; 

• sort, group, gather and record data in a variety 
of ways to help in answering questions such as 
in simple sorting diagrams, pictograms, tally 
charts, block diagrams and simple tables 

 
Drawing Conclusions, Noticing Patterns and Presenting 
Findings 
Using their observations and ideas to suggest 
answers to questions. 

• notice links between cause and effect with support; 
• begin to notice patterns and relationships with 

support; 
• begin to draw simple conclusions; 
• identify and discuss differences between their 

results; 
• use simple and scientific language; 
• read and spell scientific vocabulary at a level 

consistent with their increasing word reading and 
spelling knowledge at key stage 1; 

• talk about their findings to a variety of audiences 
in a variety of ways 

• This science unit is taught it is mandatory as 
detailed in the National Curriculum. 
 

• It is important for children to learn the 
features and names of different types of 
animals as well as what animals need to 
survive. It teaches the children to be 
compassionate and they learn how all 
animals are courageous.  

 
• In the Spring Term, children learn more about 

the basic needs of animals and themselves. 
They learn and identify different types of 
animals which are integral to their general 
knowledge about animals. 

Myself and 
other animals 
 

Humans 
 

Humans 
Y1: 

• identify/name/draw/label 
human body parts and which 
part is associated with sense 

 
Y2: 

• notice that humans have 
offspring which grow into 
adults 

• find out/describe basic 
needs of humans for survival 

• describe the importance of 
exercise, diet and hygiene. 

 

• This science unit is taught as it is mandatory 
as detailed in the National Curriculum. 

 
• It is important for children to understand how 

their bodies work so they have a good 
knowledge of health through learning about 
the human anatomy. This will encourage self-
care and lends itself to our core value of 
Heartfelt Compassion.  

 
• As part of the History Curriculum, children 

learn about their own family trees and 
compare their own childhood with those of 
their parents and grandparents.  Children 
undertake their own history project by 
researching how family life has changed. This 
links well to learning about themselves as 
humans, in science.  



Oh, I do like to 
be beside the 

seaside! 
 

Animals (sea 
animals) 

 
 

Animals (Sea animals) 
Y1: 

• identify/name common 
animals identify/name 
common animals that are 
carnivores, herbivores and  
omnivores 

• describe/compare animal 
structure 

 
Y2: 

• notice that animals have 
offspring which grow into 
adults 

• find out/describe basic 
needs of animals for survival  

 

• This science unit is taught as it is mandatory 
as detailed in the National Curriculum. 
 

• The children’s knowledge of land animals that 
they started in the Spring Term is now 
continued when learning about animals that 
live in the sea.  Children can now compare 
the different needs of these animals. This unit 
teaches the children to be compassionate and 
they learn how all animals are courageous. 

 
• As part of the History Unit in Summer 1, 

children learn about holidays to the seaside in 
the past; as well as how resorts have 
emerged from fishing villages and ports this 
works well in the Summer Term as it links 
well with learning about sea creatures and 
the ‘Oh I do like to be beside the seaside’ 
topic.  

Oh, I do like to 
be beside the 
seaside! 

 
Living things 

and their 
habitats (sea 

animals) 

Living things and their habitats 
Y2: 

• identify that most living 
things live in habitats to 
which they are suited 
describe how different 
habitats provide for different 
kinds of animals and how 
they depend on each other.  
Identify/name a variety of 
animals in their habitats, 
including micro-habitats 

• describe how animals obtain 
their food from plants/other 
animals, using the ideas of a 
simple food chain and 
identify/name different 
sources of food. 

• This science unit is taught as it is mandatory 
as detailed in the National Curriculum. 
 

• It is important for children to learn the 
features of different habitats and how they 
provide for different types of animals. This 
encourages children to show Heartfelt 
Compassion, as they learn about the needs of 
other animals and how they live. It also links 
well to Boundless Creativity as the children 
can see how animals creatively adapt to their 
surroundings.  

 
• Having gained the knowledge of different 

types of animals that live in the sea in 
Summer 1, the children can now learn about 
the habitats that occur in the sea.  They will 
learn about how they are suited to these 
habitats and how they successfully live and 



survive.  The importance of food chains, the 
changing face of the Earth with global 
warming can be taught in this unit so children 
are aware of the fine balance within 
ecosystems on the planet. 

 

  

 


