
The LIFE Rural Primary Curriculum for French Year A 

Years 5 and 6 

 

Subject Intent Statement  

Our Rural Primary French Curriculum is designed to foster and encourage pupils’ curiosity and deepen their understanding of languages and cultures. The teaching enables 
pupils to express their ideas and thoughts in French and to understand and respond to its speakers, both in speech and in writing. It also provides opportunities for them to 
communicate for practical purposes, learn new ways of thinking and have an awareness of where French is spoken in the world. It encourages heartfelt compassion as 
children are taught to be empathetic to other cultures in a boundlessly creative way. At the Rural Primary Schools, we aim for our pupils to be courageously optimistic and 
feel they are able to speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, through discussion and asking questions. Our curriculum intention is to allow students to 
maximise their potential in a foreign language, culture and tradition, so that they are ready to move onto secondary school with a good basic knowledge of French. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Knowledge – Factual information that children will acquire in the topic 

Skills Progression – the building of key skills that children will develop as they go through the year groups and through the topic  

Rationale – to include: why you teach this topic at all, why you teach it at your school and why you teach it in this sequence.  Please make reference to any 
cross curricular links, school values and British Values 



Topic/Text 
 

Key Knowledge  
 

Skills Progression  Rationale  

Salut! 
Core Unit 1 

 

• Recognise some basic 
French greetings. 

• Recognise the numbers 
1-10. 

• Respond to some simple 
classroom instructions. 

• Respond to some simple 
questions when 
prompted with visual 
cues. 

• Recognise basic family 
vocabulary. 

Speaking 
• To be able to greet each other confidently and introduce 

themselves and their family. 
• To use the numbers 1-10 to say how old they are. 
• To respond to some simple questions and instructions. 
• To pronounce some French words correctly. 
• To be competent at using some classroom language in French. 

Listening 
• To understand the numbers 1-10. 
• To understand some simple questions and instructions. 

 
Reading 

• To recognise some words in their written form. 
 

Writing 
• To write some numbers from 1-10 correctly. 

● This unit works well at the beginning of 
the year as it encourages children to 
introduce themselves to their peers 
while also learning a new language. 

● This unit also introduces the children to 
some key French vocabulary, which they 
will use throughout the year in their 
French lessons. It promotes Heartfelt 
Compassion as children learn to greet 
each other and talk about themselves in 
another language.  

● It also encourages children to learn how 
to ask and respond to simple questions 
about themselves and their families. 

Salut! 
Seasons 

 
 

• Recognise that the 
pronoun “on” is often 
used in sentences 
relating to the date.  

• Respond to questions 
using simple opinions 
with help. 

• Understand French 
instructions to make a 
Chinese lantern with 
reference to English 
instructions. 

• Recognise and write 
some adjectives after 

Speaking 
• To speak clearly and confidently when responding to simple 

questions. 
• To ask and answer questions in French about the date and 

when your birthday is. 
• To respond to questions requiring a more complex opinion, 

using sentence models from the lesson. 
• To recognise and use adjectives, understanding that they need 

to change according to a noun’s gender and number. 
• To understand that French sentence structure often differs 

from in English and use adjectives that go after the noun in 
French appropriately and with little help. 
 

Listening 

● This unit helps the children to develop 
their speaking and listening skills and will 
encourage them to grow in confidence in 
speaking French about things which are 
important to them, such as when their 
birthday is. 

● It is taught in the Rural Primaries 
because it should motivate children to 
learn how to ask and answer simple 
questions about seasons and their likes 
and dislikes. 

● This unit fits in well at this time of year 



nouns. 
• Recognise that many 

adjectives go after the 
noun in French and 
therefore differ from 
English sentence 
structure. 

• To understand some simple questions and instructions. 
• To understand the meaning of the pronoun “on” in sentences 

relating to the date. 
 

Reading 
• To recognise some words in their written form.  
• To understand a set of French instructions to make a Chinese 

lantern with little help. 
• To understand that French sentence structure often differs 

from in English, and use adjectives that go after the noun in 
French appropriately and with little help. 
 

Writing 
• To write short, simple sentences in response to written and 

spoken questions. 
• To recognise and use adjectives, understanding that they need 

to change according to a noun’s gender and number. 
• To understand that French sentence structure often differs 

from in English, and use adjectives that go after the noun in 
French appropriately and with little help. 

because part of the unit covers French 
vocabulary linked to Christmas and the 
winter season. 

Salut! 
Hobbies 

 

• Be able to express likes 
and dislikes using visual 
prompts. 

• Understand that “tu” is 
often used to form a 
question. 

• Read the unit’s story 
aloud and recognise 
some French words and 
phrases in the written 
text when prompted. 

• Be able to talk about 
what they do and like 
doing, giving simple 
opinions. 

• Recognise the difference 
between “le”/“la” and 

Speaking 
• To speak clearly and confidently when responding to simple 

questions. 
• To express their likes and dislikes, and use “tu” to ask others for 

their opinion in a short conversation. 
• To be able to talk about what they and others do or like doing, 

giving more complex opinions when prompted. 
 
Listening 

• To understand some simple questions and instructions. 
• To understand and recognise some irregular plural nouns in 

French. 
 

Reading 
• To read and understand a simple question written in French.  
• To read the unit’s story aloud and recognise and understand 

some of its key points without reading the English text. 

● This unit helps the children to develop 
their speaking and listening skills and will 
encourage them to grow in confidence in 
speaking French about things which they 
enjoy and are passionate about. 

● This unit is taught in the Rural Primary 
Schools because it teaches the children 
to learn how to ask and answer simple 
questions about daily life, films and 
music. 

● This unit is taught in Spring 1 as it builds 
on what the children learnt in the 
Autumn Term and allows them to 
develop a fuller conversation about 
hobbies and likes and dislikes. 



“un”/“une” in the 
context of the unit. 

• Understand that some 
nouns have irregular 
plurals in French. 

• To recognise the difference between “le”/“la” and “un”/“une” 
in the context of the unit and apply them to nouns with little 
help. 

• To understand and recognise some irregular plural nouns in 
French. 
 

Writing 
• To be able to prepare a few sentences using vocabulary from 

the unit. 
• To be able to write about what they and others do or like 

doing, giving more complex opinions when prompted. 
 
 

Salut! 
Core Unit 2 

 

• Recognise the days of 
the week when spoken 
in sequence. 

• Understand the colours. 
• Understand numbers up 

to 20. 
• Respond to questions 

about likes and dislikes.  
• Recognise negative 

responses to a question 
when given a visual 
prompt. 

Speaking 
• To speak clearly and confidently when responding to simple 

questions. 
• To say which day of the week it is. 
• To name a variety of colours.   
• To use most or all numbers up to 20 out of sequence. 
• To be able to express simple likes and dislikes using the first 

person. 

Listening 
• To understand some simple questions and instructions. 
• To understand numbers up to 20, including out of sequence.  
• To recognise a negative sentence when they hear it. 
• To recognise names of colours and days of the week. 

Reading 
• To recognise some words in their written form.  
• To recognise the days of the week, numbers 1-20 and colours in 

their written form. 
 

Writing 
• To write short, simple sentences about their likes and dislikes. 
• To write days of the week, colours and numbers 1-20 in French. 

● This unit introduces the children to some 
key French vocabulary, which they will 
use throughout the year in their French 
lessons. 

● A lot of the vocabulary taught here 
would be very useful if they visited a 
French speaking country, such as 
numbers and colours. The language 
allows the children to be more creative 
when speaking.  

● This unit is taught in the second half of 
Spring to even further build on 
conversations.  



 
 

Salut! 
On a School Trip 

 

• Recognise and 
understand the 
difference between 
“mon”, “ma” and “mes” 
in the French story text. 

• Identify sentences that 
use different structures 
in French, e.g. identifying 
negative sentences in 
relation to positive 
sentences. 

• Recognise the future 
tense when prompted. 

• Form basic opinions 
about what they like to 
do in the context of 
school trips. 

• Join in with familiar 
French songs, 
pronouncing the 
majority of words 
clearly. 

Speaking 
• To speak clearly and confidently when responding to simple 

questions.  
• To identify and form new sentences, with some help, based on 

existing knowledge of French sentence structure, e.g. forming 
negative sentences from positive sentences. 

• To say what they do and don’t like to do in the context of 
school trips. 

• To join in with the unit’s song, pronouncing all the words 
clearly and accurately. 
 

Listening 
• To understand some simple questions and instructions.  
• To recognise the future tense with little help. 

Reading 
• To recognise some words in their written form.  
• To identify the difference between “mon”, “ma” and “mes” in 

the French story text. 
• To recognise the future tense with little help. 

 
Writing 

• To write about what they do and don’t like to do in the context 
of school trips. 

 
 
 
 
 

● This is a unit which the children should 
enjoy as it is about something they enjoy 
participating in. 

● This unit also includes a catchy song to 
learn which lends itself to our value of 
Boundless Creativity.  

● This unit fits in well with school life in the 
Summer Term as the children will 
probably be going on a school trip or 
residential during this time so the 
children will be given a good opportunity 
to have meaningful conversations in 
French about their experiences and 
opinions on the school trip they 
complete. 

Salut! 
On holiday  

• Recognise some basic 
holiday vocabulary. 

• Understand some 
sentences about animals 
at the zoo. 

• Be able to prepare and 

Speaking 
• To speak clearly and confidently when responding to simple 

questions. 
• To recognise and use some basic holiday vocabulary in spoken 

sentences. 
• To understand and participate in a short conversation about 

● This unit will motivate the children to 
engage in conversations in French about 
activities they enjoy and don’t like. 

● It is taught in the Rural Primaries 
because it  includes a lot of French 



deliver a short talk about 
a holiday, copying 
sentences from the unit 
that differ from the 
English sentence 
structure. 

• Be able to translate 
French words using a 
bilingual dictionary with 
assistance. 

animals at the zoo, responding to questions in full sentences 
and giving simple opinions, with help. 

• To be able to prepare and deliver a short talk about a holiday, 
adapting sentences from the unit that differ from the English 
sentence structure. 

• To translate French and English words using a bilingual 
dictionary, with help, and pronounce the unfamiliar words 
accurately using knowledge of French phonics. 

 
Listening 

• To understand some simple questions and instructions. 
• To understand and participate in a short conversation about 

animals at the zoo, responding to questions in full sentences 
and giving simple opinions, with help. 

 
Reading 

• To recognise some words in their written form.  
• To translate French and English words using a bilingual 

dictionary, with help, and pronounce the unfamiliar words 
accurately using knowledge of French phonics. 

Writing 
• To recognise and use some basic holiday vocabulary in spoken 

and written sentences. 
• To be able to prepare and deliver a short talk about a holiday, 

adapting sentences from the unit that differ from the English 
sentence structure. 

vocabulary based on day trips which the 
children will probably be experiencing at 
this time of year such as going to a zoo, 
theme park and beach. Therefore, it will 
provide meaningful conversations about 
trips they are planning with friends and 
family during the holidays and 
weekends. 

● This unit fits in well as this half term is 
the lead up to the summer break when a 
lot of children will be going on holiday. 
Therefore, it will provide meaningful 
conversations about holidays they are 
planning during the holiday period.  

 


