
The LIFE Rural Primary Curriculum for Music Year A 

Years 5 and 6 

 

 

Subject Intent Statement 

Our Music Curriculum ensures that pupils experience a broad range of musical styles to engage and inspire them to develop their appreciation and passion for the art. Well-
planned lessons lead to boundless creativity within the way children develop their critical evaluation of music; whilst broadening their listening and analysis skills, which in 
turn will aid their ability to compose. Children will use courageous optimism, expanding their self-confidence and expression through performance using a wide range of 
instruments and their voices. At the Rural Primary Schools, we are passionate about children developing the understanding of heartfelt compassion in this inclusive subject 
by creating a love of music within all our children, no matter what their ability. The children will also have the chance to acquire the maximum cultural capital through 
having enriching opportunities to experience and explore music and musical performances outside of their normal classroom setting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Knowledge – Factual information that children will acquire in the topic 

Skills Progression – the building of key skills that children will develop as they go through the year groups and through the topic  

Rationale – to include: why you teach this topic at all, why you teach it at your school and why you teach it in this sequence.  Please make reference to any 
cross curricular links, school values and British Values 



 

 

Topic/Text 
 

Key Knowledge  
 

Skills Progression  Rationale  

Topic: Anglo 
Saxon/Viking 
Saga Songs 

 
Genre: Singing 

 
Resource: BBC 
Schools Radio 

 

• A good ability to sing 
accurately, fluently, with 
control and with 
expression. 

• Secure knowledge on 
warming up the voice 
effectively.  

• An understanding on 
how to recall a melody 
from memory and sing 
lyrics alongside  
accurately. 

• A good understanding of 
the musicality of a piece, 
using the interrelated 
dimensions of music to 
analyse the song. 

• An understanding of 
reading sheet music to 
support rehearsal and 
performance. 

• A good ability to perform 
confidently and 
musically. 

• An ability to perform in 
solo and ensemble 
contexts using the voice. 

Perform 
- To begin to play from memory with some confidence. 
- To start to tunefully perform solos or as part of an ensemble. 
- To start to understand how to play expressively and in tune. 
- To begin to perform with controlled breathing when singing. 
- To start to sustain a melodic ostinato to accompany singing. 
- To understand how to skilfully play the instruments. 
 
Compose 
- To start to create rhythmic patterns with an awareness of timbre and 

duration. 
- To focus on a combination of a variety of musical devices, including 

melody, rhythm. and chords. 
- To begin to know how to thoughtfully select elements for a piece in 

order to gain a defined effect.  
- To start to understand how to play melodic ostinatos (based on the 

pentatonic scale).  
- To begin to convey the relationship between lyrics and melody. 
 
Transcribe 
- To use the standard musical notation of crotchet, minim, and 

semibreve with support to understand how many beats are being 
played. 

- To begin to learn how to read notes on the musical stave. 
- To understand the purpose of the treble clef. 
 
Describe 
• To choose from a wide range of musical vocabulary to begin to 

accurately describe and appraise music including: pitch, dynamics, 
tempo, timbre, texture, lyrics and melody, sense of occasion, 
expressive, solo, rounds, harmonies, accompaniments, drones, cyclic 

• This unit includes a variety of songs 
based on Anglo Saxon and Viking history. 
Children will learn to sing these songs, 
developing their performance skills. They 
will also have a chance to listen and 
appraise the songs using the interrelated 
dimensions of music, use instruments for 
performance and have opportunities to 
read music notation. There are also 
opportunities for cross-curricular 
learning in drama and history.  
 

• This is a singing unit, teaching children 
key skills needed for singing fluently, 
with control, expressively and accurately. 
The lessons are clearly set out with 
helpful videos attached to allow teachers 
of all skills within the Rural Primary 
Schools to teach good singing lessons. 
This unit allows children to express their 
musical ability through voice and 
instruments for a variety of songs 
meaning that children can display 
Boundless Creativity and develop their 
Courageous Optimism through a variety 
of performances ranging in challenge.  

 
• This unit is based on our Rural Primary 

Curriculum history topic for the Autumn 



patterns, combination of musical elements, cultural context. 
• To begin to understand how to describe how lyrics often reflect the 

cultural context of music. 

Term: Anglo-Saxons and Vikings. It is an 
excellent way for them to fully immerse 
themselves into the topic, allowing for 
cross-curricular learning. It is taught in 
upper Key Stage 2 due to the themes 
that may be addressed in this unit.  
 

Topic: Fresh 
Prince of Bel Air 

 
Genre: Hip-hop 

 
Resource: 
Charanga 

 
 

• An understanding of the 
history of hip-hop. 

• Knowledge of how to 
listen and appraise 
various styles of hip-hop 
music using the 
interrelated dimensions 
of music. 

• Secure knowledge on 
performance techniques 
including: 

• Singing accurately, 
fluently, with control 
and with expression. 

• Reading notation 
accurately. 

• Improvisation. 
• Composition. 
• A good understanding on 

how to tunefully play 
pitched instruments. 

• An understanding on 
how to rehearse a hip-
hop piece effectively. 

• An ability to perform 
solos and in an ensemble 
with a backing track. 

Perform 
- To sing or play from memory with more confidence. 
- To increasingly perform solos or as part of an ensemble accurately and 

tunefully. 
- To continue to sing or play expressively and in tune. 
- To develop sustaining a melodic ostinato to accompany singing. 
- To develop my performance by using controlled breathing (voice) and 

skilful playing (instrument). 
 
Compose 
- To develop how to create verses and a chorus’ within songs. 
- To develop how to include rhythmic patterns with an awareness of 

timbre and duration. 
- To continue to combine a variety of musical devices, including melody 

and rhythm. 
- To develop an understanding on how to select elements for a piece in 

order to gain a defined effect. 
- To continue to use melodic ostinatos (based on the pentatonic scale). 
- To convey the relationship between the lyrics and the melody. 
- To use digital technologies to compose, edit and refine pieces of music 

with support. 
 
Transcribe 
- To continue to understand how to use the standard musical notation 

of crotchet, minim, and semibreve to know how many beats are being 
played. 

- To continue to learn how to read notes on the musical stave. 
- To understand the purpose of the treble clef. 
 
 
Describe 
• To choose from a wide range of musical vocabulary to accurately 

describe and appraise music including: pitch, dynamics, tempo, timbre, 

● This unit of work focusses on the genre 
of hip-hop. Children will have a variety of 
songs in this style to listen and appraise, 
focusing on the inter-related dimensions 
of music. All other learning will be 
centred around the song, Fresh Prince of 
Bel Air. Children will learn to sing, play 
pitched instruments, improvise, and 
compose using this song as a structure to 
follow and adapt.  

● It is important that all Rural Primary 
Schools cover a wide range of musical 
genres throughout the various year 
groups to be exposed to high-quality 
cultural capital. Hip-hop music allows 
children to express themselves freely in 
an unfamiliar, yet musical way, and this 
unit features a performance, using 
improvising, and independent 
composition, promoting Individual 
Liberty and Boundless Creativity. 

● This unit is taught in the Spring Term to 
develop the key skills learnt from the 
previous music unit. The children will 
take their knowledge of singing and 
performing on pitched instruments and 
develop it by learning how to improvise 
and compose. It also relates to the 



texture, lyrics and melody, sense of occasion, expressive, solo, rounds, 
harmonies, accompaniments, drones, cyclic patterns, combination of 
musical elements, cultural context. 

• To continue to describe how lyrics often reflect the cultural context of 
music and have social meaning. 
 

‘Genre of the Week’ playlists, where 
children will be listening and dancing to 
hip-hop music in Spring 1. 

Topic: Livin’ on a 
Prayer 

 
Genre: Rock 

 
Resource: 
Charanga 

• An understanding of the 
background of rock 
music. 

• Knowledge of how to 
listen and appraise 
various styles of rock 
music using the 
interrelated dimensions 
of music. 

• A good knowledge on 
performance techniques 
including: 

- Singing accurately, 
fluently, with control 
and with expression. 

- Improvisation. 
• A good understanding on 

how to tunefully play 
pitched instruments. 

• An understanding on 
how to rehearse a rock 
piece effectively. 

• An ability to perform 
solos and in an ensemble 
with a backing track. 

Perform 
- To sing or play from memory with confidence. 
- To perform solos or as part of an ensemble effectively. 
- To sing or play expressively and in tune. 
- To sustain a melodic ostinato to accompany singing. 
- To perform with controlled breathing (voice) and skilful playing 

(instrument). 
-  
Compose 
- To create rhythmic patterns with an awareness of timbre and duration. 
- To combine a variety of musical devices, including melody and rhythm. 
- To thoughtfully select elements for a piece in order to gain a defined 

effect. 
- To use melodic ostinatos (based on the pentatonic scale). 
- To convey the relationship between the lyrics and the melody. 
 
Transcribe 
- To use the standard musical notation of crotchet, minim, and 

semibreve to indicate how many beats to play. 
- To read notes on the musical stave. 
- To understand the purpose of the treble clef. 
 
Describe 
• To confidently choose from a wide range of musical vocabulary to 

accurately describe and appraise music including: pitch, dynamics, 
tempo, timbre, texture, lyrics and melody, sense of occasion, 
expressive, solo, rounds, harmonies, accompaniments, drones, cyclic 
patterns, combination of musical elements, cultural context. 
 

● In this unit, children will learn about the 
music genre, rock. They will listen and 
appraise a range of songs in this genre 
using the interrelated dimensions of 
music to analyse the content. All other 
learning will take place around the song 
‘Livin’ on a Prayer’ where children will 
learn to sing the song, play pitched 
instruments along with the backing track 
and improvise effectively to the iconic 
rock song. The children will then have 
the opportunity to perform what they 
have learnt in both solo and ensemble 
contexts.  
 

● A wide range of genres are taught 
amongst the Rural Primary Schools to 
ensure all children are exposed to high-
quality cultural capital. Rock is an 
important genre in the development of 
the British music culture and this unit 
gives children the opportunity to express 
themselves in a variety of musical ways 
to develop Boundless Creativity and 
Courageous Optimism. 

 
● Rock music is initially taught in KS1 in the 

Autumn Term of Year B. We then 
enhance their understanding of rock 
music in this unit in KS2. This then 
demonstrates the development and the 
progression of the children music 
knowledge throughout their time in the 



Rural Primary Schools. It allows children 
to use all musical skills learnt throughout 
the years including listening, singing, 
playing instruments, improvising, 
composing, rehearsing and performing 
to fully display their progression within 
their music abilities. 

 
 

● Children will be learning musical skills in Collective Worship at least once a week. 
● Class assemblies and KS2 Production will give an opportunity for children to develop their singing skills. 
● Children will listen to music throughout the day using the ‘Genre of the Week’ Spotify playlists. This will help develop their cultural capital.  
● Children will have to opportunity to listen and appraise music in Collective Worship by writing in a schoolbook. This will also help develop their cultural capital. 
● Children have the opportunities in school to attend music clubs and peripatetic music lessons to develop their musical knowledge further. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


