
School name:    ENGLISH PLANNING YEAR B 

Teacher:           Year: 3/4                  Term: Autumn 2     Week Commencing: Week 2 

 

Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and 
Success Criteria 

(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of knowledge 
including modelled and shared 

reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Mon L.O To use 
the 

conjunction 
‘if’. 

Look at the 
following 

sentence on the 
board. 

I will go to the 
park if it stops 

raining. 
Which word is 

the conjunction? 
Find examples 
of if sentence in 
reading books. 

Write own if 
sentences. 

Tell children that 
this called a 

subordinating 
conjunction 

because it can 
go at the front. 

L.O. To discuss, 
explore and 

reflect upon how 
language can be 
used to create 

effect. 
 
 

Success Criteria 
1. I must be able to 

identify key 
language. 

2. I should be able 
to say how 
effective 

language is. 
3. I could say what 

common 
expression 

mean. 

Main Teaching 
Share the following paragraph with the 

children. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Extend the reflections by exploring common 
expressions that incorporate nature such as 

the examples listed below: 
• ‘They keep me grounded.’ 

• ‘He’s my rock.’ 
• ‘She was overflowing with joy.’ 
• ‘They were beaming with pride.’ 
• ‘The performance blew me away.’   

Provide the children with a bank of additional 
nature inspired expressions or alternatively 
give them time to research and source such 

expressions. 

Independent Activity: 
Word of the week: conflict 

Invite the children to 
consider what this 

paragraph tells us about 
Wangari and ask the 
following questions to 

stimulate the discussion: 
What do we know about 
Wangari? What does the 

expression ‘remember her 
roots’ mean? Why might 

she find the trees 
refreshing? What special 
significance might these 
phrases have and what 

might they suggest about 
her and the story?  
Allocate a set of 

expressions to each group 
and allow time for sourcing 

or creating visual 
representations of what the 

expressions mean both 
literally and symbolically. 
Once they have done this 

provide them with A3 
pieces of paper on which to 
type their expressions and 

arrange their images. 

Galloping 
gallery to look 

at what the 
children have 

found out. 

Exceeding 
ARE: 

 
 

 
At ARE:  

 
 

 
 

Below 
ARE:  

 
 

 
SEND 

 
 
 

PPG 
 
 
 
 

EAL 
 

Notes/ feedback following lesson 
 
 
 

SILVER 



 

Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and 
Success Criteria 

(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of knowledge 
including modelled and shared reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Tues L.O To 
use the 

conjunctio
n 

‘because’. 

Write the word 
‘because’ on 
the board. 

What type of 
word is this? 

Children write 
because 

sentences onto 
whiteboards. 
Can we put 

because 
elsewhere in 

the sentence? 
Demonstrate. 
Children write 
both types of 
sentence into 
their books. 

L.O. To 
understand how 
to use drama to 
explore the text.  

 
Success Criteria 

1. I must be able 
to recreate 
ideas in a 

freeze frame. 
2. I should be 

able to discuss 
what 

characters are 
thinking and 

feeling. 
3. I could write my 

ideas down in 
role. 

NB. 
Freeze-frames are 

still images or 
tableaux. They can 
be used to enable 
groups of children 
to examine a key 
event or situation 
from a story and 
decide in detail 
how it could be 

represented. When 
presenting the 

Main Teaching 
 

Share the first illustration of Wangari seated 
on a stool, looking up at the woman with a 

child on her back. 
 
 

Based on the drama activities ask the 
children to consider: What do we think might 
be happening in this illustration? What might 
the characters be thinking or saying? What 

might their body language and position 
suggest? Which character is Wangari, how 
do you know? Note their responses around 

a copy of the illustration. 
 

Show the next illustration of the woman 
staring forward. Consider with the children: 
What do you notice? What might they be 

thinking? 
Note their responses around a large copy of 

the illustration. 
 
 

Reference the drama activity to extend 
reflections on the illustration and extend the 
discussion using the questions below: Why 
did the illustrator draw the characters facing 

the reader? Why might the characters be 
positioned in the way that they are? What 
effect does this have?  What significance 
might the different colours have in relation 
to the story? How might the shapes and 

colours correspond to nature?  
 

Independent 
Activity: 

Invite the children to 
work in pairs to re-
enact this moment 

and create a freeze-
frame. Once in 

position encourage 
them to initiate a 

conversation based 
on what they think the 
characters might be 

saying. You may 
choose to spotlight 

some of the 
conversations to allow 

the children to hear 
the interpretations of 

the other pairs. 
 

 

In groups of three 
invite the children to 

recreate the 
illustration and create 
a freeze- frame. Once 

in position tap a 
selection of children 
on the shoulder to 
prompt the child to 

speak their thoughts 
in character aloud. 

 

Hot sea the 
characters 
from the 
pictures. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NB: Take 
photos of 

freeze 
frames and 
notes made 
in the lesson 
and stick into 

books. 

Exceeding 
ARE: 

 
 

 
At ARE:  

 
 

 
 

Below 
ARE:  

 
 

 
SEND 

 
 
 

PPG 
 
 
 
 

EAL 
 



freeze-frame, one 
of the group could 

act as a 
commentator to 

talk through what is 
happening in their 

version of the 
scene, or individual 
characters can be 

asked to speak 
their thoughts out 

loud. 

Provide each child 
with a template of a 
thought bubble and 

ask them to note what 
they think either the 
woman or one of her 

children might be 
thinking. Add these 

around the illustration. 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and 
Success Criteria 

(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of knowledge 
including modelled and shared reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Wed L.O To 
use the 

conjunctio
n ‘when’. 

Ask children to 
find sentences 
in their reading 
books that use 

‘when’. 
 

What do they 
notice? 

Look at how 
when is also a 

sub. Conj. 
 

Children write 
when 

sentences into 
their books in 

both ways. 

L.O. To 
understand the 

skills required to 
write in role. 

Success Criteria 
1. I must include 

the features of 
a letter. 

2. I should use 
subordinating 
conjunctions. 

3. I could write as 
if I am Wangari. 

Main Teaching 
 

Recap learning from previous lesson and 
look back at the notes around the 

illustrations. 
 

Read the next part of the text detailing the 
conversation between the woman and 

Wangari. Explain to the children that you 
want them all to take on the role of Wangari 

whilst you take on the role of the ‘poor 
woman.’ 

 
Show the next illustration of the hands and 

ask the children to consider what the 
illustration suggests about what Wangari 

might advise. 
 
 
 

Look at how we could turn the advice into a 
letter. What features do we need? 

Model how we could write a short letter of 
advice from Wangari. 

 
 
 
 

 

Independent 
Activity: 

In role engage the 
children in a dialogue 
to explore how they 

might advise the 
woman. 

 
 

Children write advice 
onto post it notes and 
then share them with 

the class. 
 

Drawing from the 
suggestions arising 

from the drama 
activity, invite the 
children to write a 

letter of advice in role 
as Wangari. 

 

Children read 
their letters 
to a partner 

who say 
WWW and 

EBI. 

Exceeding 
ARE: 

 
 

 
At ARE:  

 
 

 
 

Below 
ARE:  

 
 

 
SEND 

 
 
 

PPG 
 
 
 
 

EAL 
 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and 
Success Criteria 

(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of knowledge 
including modelled and shared reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Thurs L.O To 
use the 

conjunctio
n 

‘although’. 

Put some 
sentences 

onto the board 
with gaps 
where the 

conjunction 
should be. 

Which word 
would fit? 

Tell children 
that there is 

one more sub. 
Conj. 

Does anyone 
know what it 

is? 
Try putting 
although in. 

Does it change 
the meaning? 

Write on 
although 

sentences in 
both ways. 

L.O. To 
understand how 
to independently 
research different 
kinds of berries. 

 
Success Criteria 

1. I must be able 
to find facts 

about my given 
berry. 

2. I should be 
able to carry 

out a safe 
search on the 

computer. 
3. I could share 

my findings 
with the class. 

Main Teaching 
 

Read the text that corresponds with the 
illustration of the hands and read on the end 

of the next passage, ‘…grew their own 
mubiri muiri trees.’ 

• Initiate a study of trees that produce 
berries and where in the world they are 

sourced, allowing time for research. 
• As part of this study, explore the 

different types of berries and their 
nutritional value. 

Independent 
Activity: 

 
 
 

Children are given 
different berries to 
research and make 
notes based on the 

findings of their 
investigations in a 
given grid.(Table 

made and saved in 
folder). 

 

Share 
findings. 

What do we 
know now 

that we didn’t 
know before? 

Exceeding 
ARE: 

 
 

 
At ARE:  

 
 

 
 

Below 
ARE:  

 
 

 
SEND 

 
 
 

PPG 
 
 
 
 

EAL 
 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and Success 

Criteria 
(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of 
knowledge including modelled and 

shared reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Fri L.O.  L.O. To understand how 
to write a poem. 
 
Success Criteria: 

Main teaching: Independent work:  Exceeding ARE: 
 

 
 

At ARE:  
 
 

 
 

Below ARE:  
 

 
 

SEND 
 
 
 

PPG 
 
 
 
 

EAL 
 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


