
School name:    ENGLISH PLANNING YEAR B 

Teacher:  Class:  Year:   Term: Autumn 2   Week Commencing: Week 3 

 

Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Pho
nics 

Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and 
Success Criteria 

(must/should/coul
d) 

Main Teaching/ Development of knowledge 
including modelled and shared reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Mon See separate 
plans 

See 
separate 

plans 

L.O. To explore 
annotations 
through 
description. 
 
Success Criteria: 
 
1. I must know 

what an 
annotation is. 

2. I should know 
how write an 
appropriate 
annotation. 

3. I could think of 
adventurous 
adjectives and 
expanded noun 
phrases to 
annotate. 

 
 
 

In pairs, provide the children with two different 
images of Traction Man from the text, for example 
Traction Man guarding some toast or Traction Man 
crawling through the overgrown shrubbery. Explain 
to the children that, without showing their partner 
the image, they need to describe the image of 
Traction Man they have in order for their partner to 
draw him. Give the children time in each role as the 
illustrator and the describer.  
 
As the children are working move around the 
classroom listening out for the descriptive sentences 
or phrases the children are using. Note these down 
on strips of paper.  
Take feedback from the children of the descriptions 
they found most useful and note these alongside any 
that you overheard.  
 
Choose three or four descriptions to explore with 
the children considering which types of word have 
been used, using metalanguage such as verbs, 
nouns, adjectives, adverbs. Reference any verbs 
used in the children’s descriptions which are ‘stative’ 
and pertain to thoughts and feelings as opposed to 
verbs that are ‘active’ such as ‘stood’ or ‘crawled’. 
You may want to assign each word type a colour in 
which to highlight examples across all the 
descriptions. 

BARE: Mixed ability 
pairs to draw what 
their partner is 
describing. 

ARE: Mixed ability 
pairs to draw what 
their partner is 
describing. 

AARE: Mixed ability 
pairs to draw what 
their partner is 
describing. 

Chn to 
annotate 
their 
drawing 
with their 
favourite 
descriptions
. 
 
Invite the 
children to 
reflect on 
which word 
types have 
been used 
the most. 
Which ones 
helped the 
most when 
they were 
describing 
their 
characters 
orally?  
 

Exceeding are: 
 

At are: 
 

Below are: 
 
 
 

SEND 
 

EAL 
 

SILVER 



Once they have both finished invite each pair to 
compare their images with the original illustrations. 
Invite them to discuss between themselves what the 
most useful pieces of description were that their 
partner gave them and places where they might 
have wanted more detail. 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and 
Success Criteria 

(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of 
knowledge including modelled and 

shared reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Tues See 
separate 

plans 
 
 
 

(See Separate 
Plans) 

L.O. To use 
adjectives to 
describe. 
 
Success Criteria: 
 
1. I must know to 

describe a 
character. 

2. I should use 
expanded noun 
phrases to 
describe.  

3. I could use more 
advanced 
adjectives of 
expanded noun 
phrases in my 
captions.  

 
 

Share with the children a range of 
well-known character descriptions, 
drawing on books that are familiar to 
the children, for example, books 
they have read as a class or 
experienced in a previous year group 
such as traditional tales and well 
known stories. 
Read the character descriptions 
aloud and consider with the children 
what they notice about the way in 
which the characters have been 
described. Which descriptions do 
you prefer? Why? Which helped you 
to imagine the character? Which did 
you find more difficult to imagine 
and why? How do you think the 
author has helped you to get to 
know the character?  
At this point you may want to 
explore how authors can ‘show not 
tell’ information about characters 
and to link reading and writing 
processes, by focusing on the clues 
we use to make inferences when we 
read and how as writers we can lay a 
trail of similar clues for our reader.  
For example, in Traction Man the 
relationship between the boy and 
Traction Man is central to the 
reader’s development of empathy 
with the character, Traction Man.  
Drawing on what the children have 

Independent 
work:  
 
BARE: Children 
to write a 
character 
description for 
Traction man 
using cloze 
procedure. 
 
ARE: Children to 
write a character 
description for 
Traction man 
using expanded 
noun phrases. 
 
AARE: Children 
to write a 
character 
description for 
Traction man 
using expanded 
noun phrases 
and ambitious 
adjectives. 
 

Once the 
children 
have written 
their 
character 
descriptions 
these could 
be read 
aloud to 
other 
children in a 
different 
year group 
and the 
children 
could be 
asked if they 
would like to 
meet him 
and why, 
drawing on 
what they 
have been 
told through 
the 
descriptions. 

Exceeding are: 
 

At are: 
 

Below are: 
 
 
 

SEND 
 

EAL 
 



explored in the previous sessions, explain to the 
children that they are going to write character 
descriptions for Traction Man. You may want to 
allow the children to try to imitate the style of a 
character description that they particularly liked.  

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 

Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and Success 

Criteria 
(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of knowledge 
including modelled and shared 

reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Wed See 
separate 

plans 
 
 

 (See Separate 
Plans) 

L.O. To know how to 
act, in role.  
 
Success Criteria: 

1. I must know 
how to ask an 
appropriate 
question. 

2. I should know 
how to retrieve 
information 
from responses 
to my 
questions. 
I could think of 
more detailed 
questions in 
order to 
understand 
more about the 
characters. 

Read the aloud the book from the beginning 
up until ‘It is a perfect fit’ and explore the 
accompanying illustrations. 
 
Read on until ‘Well at least Scrubbing Brush 
doesn’t laugh at him.’ Look again at the 
illustrations of Traction Man in his knitted 
romper suit. Ask the children to consider 
how they think Traction Man must be feeling 
and what he could be thinking at this point 
in the story. Encourage the children to 
consider his body language and facial 
expression and the clues this gives us. Also 
look at Scrubbing Brush and the little boy 
and how they look, which gives the reader 
insight into the character’s feelings. 
 
Consider with the children why the little boy 
looks so concerned in the image. For 
example, discussing how he knows he should 
be grateful to his Grandma for making such a 
thoughtful gift, but that he also knows 
Traction Man will be embarrassed to wear 
the romper suit.  
Ask the children to think of questions they 
would like to ask Traction Man to find out 
how he is feeling in this moment. After 

BARE: Mixed ability 
groups to come up 
with a list of 
questions to ask 
Traction man. 
 
ARE: Mixed ability 
groups to come up 
with a list of 
questions to ask 
Traction man. 
 
AARE: Mixed ability 
groups to come up 
with a list of 
questions to ask 
Traction man. 
 
Explain to the 
children that you 
will answer their 
questions as if you 
were Traction Man. 
It might help 
children 
understand when 
you are in role and 

Discuss what we 
have learnt about 
Traction Man from 
this session. 
 

Exceeding 
are: 

 
At are: 

 
Below are: 

 
 
 

SEND 
 

EAL 
 



children have had time to jot down 
questions they would like to ask Traction 
Man, ask children to sort their questions. 
 

when you are back 
to being their 
teacher. 
 
 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 

 

Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Pho
nics 

Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and 
Success Criteria 

(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of knowledge 
including modelled and shared reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Thurs See 
separate 

plans 

(See 
Separate 
Plans) 

L.O. To identify 
features of a text.  
 
Success Criteria: 
1. I must know 

what a diary is.  
2. I should be able 

to think about 
the key features 
of a diary.  

3. I could know 
how to be 
successful in 
writing a diary. 

 
 
 
 

 

Explain that the children will now be writing in role 
as Traction Man, completing a diary entry to reflect 
his experiences and viewpoint at this point in the 
story. To support this, you may want to give time for 
the children to make small books that they can use 
throughout the sequence that will act as ‘Traction 
Man’s diary’.  
 
The children can then write in this book in role, 
exploring his character and developing empathy 
with him. Supporting resources can be found here: 
https://www.clpe.org.uk/powerofreading/teaching-
approaches/bookmaking-journals 
 
Before the children write in role, give them time to 
look over all the different work completed in the 
sessions, such as the Role on the Wall and character 
descriptions.  
 
You may also need to provide real and fictional 
examples of diary entries to support the children in 
their writing, such as The Diary of a Killer Cat by 
Anne Fine.  
 

BARE: Chn to 
write down the 
common features 
of a diary as a list. 
Adult support. 
 
ARE: Chn to write 
down the 
common features 
of a diary as a list. 
 
AARE: Chn to 
write down the 
common features 
of a diary as a list.  
 

What do 
we need to 
do in order 
to be 
successful 
when 
writing a 
diary? 

Exceeding are: 
 

At are: 
 

Below are: 
 
 
 

SEND 
 

EAL 
 

https://www.clpe.org.uk/powerofreading/teaching-approaches/bookmaking-journals
https://www.clpe.org.uk/powerofreading/teaching-approaches/bookmaking-journals


Share different examples of diaries with the class – 
what do they all have in common? 
 
 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 

 

Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and 
Success Criteria 

(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of knowledge 
including modelled and shared 

reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Fri See separate 
plans 

 (See Separate 
Plans) 

L.O. To know how to 
write a diary entry.  
 
Success Criteria: 
1. I must know how 

to structure a 
diary. 

2. I should know 
how to write in 
character. 

3. I could think of 
adventurous 
adjectives and 
expanded noun 
phrases to use in 
my diary. 

 

Recap session from yesterday – what do we 
need in a diary? 
 
Write together an example of a diary entry 
from the perspective of Traction Man, 
modelling how to develop and sustain 
viewpoint, maintaining consistent first 
person voice and drawing on the children’s 
knowledge of the character and the story. 
 
Consider also modelling the impact of using 
a range of sentence types, using new 
language, taken both from the text and the 
context of the story, such as ‘All in a day’s 
work’, the use of paragraphs and past tense 
language structures. 
 
Model and complete shared write – 
photocopy for class books. 

BARE: Whole class 
shared write.   
 
ARE: Whole class 
shared write.   
 
AARE: Whole 
class shared 
write.   

Discuss what is 
in our diary 
entry. 
 

Exceeding are: 
 

At are: 
 

Below are: 
 
 
 

SEND 
 

EAL 
 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 


