
School name:    ENGLISH PLANNING YEAR B 

Teacher:  Class:  Year:   Term: Spring 1   Week Commencing: Week 4 

Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Pho
nics 

Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and 
Success Criteria 

(must/should/coul
d) 

Main Teaching/ Development of knowledge 
including modelled and shared reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Mon See separate 
plans 

See 
separate 

plans 

L.O. To understand 
how to interview 
correctly.   
 
Success Criteria: 

1. I must know 
how to ask a 

question. 
2. I should know 

how to 
respond to a 

question 
accurately. 

3. I should be 
able to make 

notes. 
4. I could act in 

character. 
 

Recap what the children were looking at last Friday – 
what news coverage did we look at? What questions 
did we think of? Which ones did we think were the 
best? 
 
Once children have selected their best questions use 
teacher in role to allow the children to ask their 
questions while you respond as an affected 
inhabitant of the valley. Children can note your 
responses in reporter’s notebooks or on lined paper, 
or another adult in the classroom might transcribe 
quotes from the ‘interview’ on the flipchart or 
working wall.  

After you have modelled the process, children can 
work in pairs, taking it in turns to be interviewer and 
interviewee, asking and responding to questions.  

 

 

 

BARE: Mixed ability 
pairs to take part in 
the 
interviewer/intervie
wee activity. 

ARE: Mixed ability 
pairs to take part in 
the 
interviewer/intervie
wee activity. 

AARE: Mixed ability 
pairs to take part in 
the 
interviewer/intervie
wee activity. 
 

Chn to 
share their 
notes with 
another 
group – 
what did 
they find 
out? 

Exceeding are: 
 

At are: 
 

Below are: 
 
 
 

SEND 
 

EAL 
 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 
 
 

SILVER 



 

Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and 
Success Criteria 

(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of knowledge 
including modelled and shared reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Tues See separate 
plans 

 
 
 

(See Separate 
Plans) 

L.O. To learn how to 
write a script.  
 
Success Criteria: 

1. I must use the 
speaker’s name.  

2. I should be able 
to write what 

they say, using 
detail.  

3. I could think 
about how the 
words are said.  

 

Recap yesterdays lesson and remind the children 
of what they were doing. What were we doing? 
What notes did we make? Why? What characters 
are we doing? Are news casts fiction or non-
fiction? 

Use shared writing to develop children’s ideas 
into a short script for a news item, including the 
reporter introducing the footage, followed by the 
interview with those affected by the flooding and 
closing with the journalist summing up their 
report or considering further potential impact.  
 
Children can then work collaboratively to write 
their own scripts, inspired by the teacher in role 
activity, the paired role play, the shared writing, 
and the news clips.  
 

Independent 
work:  
 
BARE: Mixed 
ability pairs to 
write their 
scripts. 
 
ARE: Mixed ability 
pairs to write 
their scripts. 
 
AARE: Mixed 
ability pairs to 
write their 
scripts. 

Chn to edit 
their scripts 
to check 
they make 
sense. 

Exceeding are: 
 

At are: 
 

Below are: 
 
 
 

SEND 
 

EAL 
 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and Success 

Criteria 
(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of knowledge 
including modelled and shared 

reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Wed See 
separate 

plans 
 
 

 (See Separate 
Plans) 

L.O To learn how to 
perform a script.  
 
Success Criteria: 

1. I must be able to 
speak clearly.  

2. I should be able to 
read from the 

script.  
3. I could act in role.  

 
 
 

 

Recap previous session – what were they 
doing? How did their script writing go? What 
did they like doing? What did they find 
tricky? Why? 
 
After children have had the opportunity to 
write the script for their TV news reporter, 
give them an opportunity to rehearse. 
Model using the scripts to rehearse the news 
cast first so that the chn have a good idea of 
what exactly they need to be doing. 
 
During the lesson 
 
During the rehearsal process encourage 
them to respond to any writing that doesn’t 
have the impact they required, editing and 
shaping it as they rehearse. Afterwards, 
provide them with the chance to perform 
and potentially film their news reports.  
 
During their presentations, you could lend 
authenticity to the situation by having 
children stand in front of the IWB showing 
footage of a flood or the illustration from the 
text. You might develop the presentations 
further by incorporating IT resources. 

BARE: Mixed 
ability pairs to 
rehearse their 
news casting. 
 
ARE: Mixed ability 
pairs to rehearse 
their news 
casting. 
 
AARE: Mixed 
ability pairs to 
rehearse their 
news casting. 
 

Chn to perform their 
news casts. 

 
Ask the class to 
suggest feedback, 
again reflecting on 
posture, tone of voice, 
information provided 
– what are they trying 
to communicate to 
the viewer  

Exceeding 
are: 

 
At are: 

 
Below are: 

 
 
 

SEND 
 

EAL 
 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Pho
nics 

Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and 
Success Criteria 

(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of knowledge 
including modelled and shared reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Thurs See 
separate 

plans 

(See 
Separate 
Plans) 

L.O. To understand 
features of poetry. 
 
Success Criteria: 
1. I must know 

what a poem is. 
2. I should know 

format my ideas. 
3. I should be able 

to create short 
phrases using 
descriptive 
language. 

4. I could use 
comparative and 
superlative 
adjectives in my 
writing. 

 

Read the page in which Kanni sings a lullaby to 
soothe the animals. Provide children with an 
opportunity to respond to the illustration whilst 
listening to a lullaby performed in a southern Indian 
language. You might use one of the links provided in 
the cross-curricular learning section above, or 
perhaps the lullaby from the soundtrack to the film 
‘Life of Pi’ which is sung in Tamil.  

 
What do they notice in the illustration? How might 
the different animals be feeling? Why is Kanni 
singing to them? When might we need to be 
soothed? What do we find soothing?  

What are children’s experience of/memories of 
lullabies? Do they know any lullabies? If possible, 
children could bring in examples from home to share 
with the class – either written down or potentially 
even recorded by parents to play back in class.  
 
Examine some of the common features of lullabies, 
both traditional English/American lullabies and 
others in translation.  
 
Using the tune of a lullaby with which the class are 
familiar, work with the children to rewrite the words 
to suit the story so that the finished lullaby is 
something that would make the animals feel 
reassured about their situation.  
 

BARE: Shared 
write as a whole 
class. 
 
 
ARE: Shared write 
as a whole class. 
 
 
AARE: Shared 
write as a whole 
class. 
 

Children 
could then 
be given 
the option 
of either 
writing 
their own 
lullaby for 
the animals 
or 
transcribin
g their 
favourite 
lullaby 
from home 
to create 
an 
illustrated 
class 
anthology 
of verse.  

 

Exceeding are: 
 

At are: 
 

Below are: 
 
 
 

SEND 
 

EAL 
 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 



Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and 
Success Criteria 

(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of knowledge 
including modelled and shared 

reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Fri See separate 
plans 

 (See Separate 
Plans) 

L.O. To know how to 
write a diary entry.  
 
Success Criteria: 
1. I must write in 

first person.  
2. I should 

remember 
sentence 
punctuation.  

3. I must write in 
character. 

4. I could think of 
adventurous 
adjectives and 
expanded noun 
phrases to use in 
my diary. 

 

Look again at the illustration of Kanni and 
the animals waiting inside the pumpkin for 
the rain to stop. What might everyone be 
thinking as they wait? Ask the children to 
think of questions they would like to ask 
Kanni to find out how she is feeling in this 
moment.  

After children have had time to jot down 
questions they would like to ask Kanni, ask 
children to sort their questions as they did 
for their news report preparation. Perhaps 
they could write each question on a Post-It 
note and create a spectrum of questions 
from those that will provide us with the most 
information to those that will give the least. 
Discuss with the children the questions they 
have chosen. What do they want their 
questions to do?  
 
Once each group has selected their best 
questions, use ‘teacher in role’ to help the 
children explore Kanni’s feelings, worries and 
hopes. Explain to the children that you will 
answer their questions as if you were Kanni. 
It might help children understand when you 
are ‘being Kanni’ and when you are back to 
being their teacher. If you select a simple 
prop or piece of costume so that they know 
that when you are holding/wearing the item 
you are Kanni, and when you are not, you 
are back to being the teacher.  
 
Explain to the chn they are going to write 

BARE: Children to 
write a short diary 
entry as if they 
were Kanni, 
expressing her 
thoughts about 
the journey so far 
and her hopes for 
the future. Cloze 
procedure. 
 

ARE: Children to 
write a short diary 
entry as if they 
were Kanni, 
expressing her 
thoughts about 
the journey so far 
and her hopes for 
the future.  
 

AARE:  Children to 
write a short diary 
entry as if they 
were Kanni, 
expressing her 
thoughts about 
the journey so far 
and her hopes for 
the future. 
Children to use 
expanded noun 
phrases and 

Chn to share 
their diary 
with a partner 
– were there 
any Kanni’s 
that felt the 
same? Felt 
differently? 
Why did 
different 
children write 
slightly 
different 
things?    

Exceeding are: 
 

At are: 
 

Below are: 
 
 
 

SEND 
 

EAL 
 



diary as Kanni using the information they 
now know – recap all the things you need for 
a diary entry (first person, past tense etc) 
and model starting this on the board with 
the chn. 
 

explain their 
reasoning using 
‘because.’ 
 
 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 


