
School name:    ENGLISH PLANNING YEAR B 

Teacher:           Year: 3/4                  Term: Autumn 2     Week Commencing: Week 5 

 

Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and 
Success Criteria 

(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of knowledge 
including modelled and shared 

reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Mon L.O. To 
identify 

how and 
when 

speech 
marks are 

used. 

Look at 
sentence on 

board. How do 
we know when 

someone is 
speaking? 

Look in 
reading books. 
What do you 
notice about 
how speech 
marks are 

used? 
Children copy 

a sentence 
from their 
books that 

uses speech 
marks. 

L.O. To explore a 
dilemma and try 

to resolve it. 
 

Success Criteria 
 

1. I must say what 
the problem is. 

2. I should think 
about what 
Mama Miti 
would do. 

3. I could suggest 
a solution. 

 

Main activity 
Read on to the next page and then 

without revealing the solutions proposed 
by Wangari share the illustrations that 
represent the problems faced by the 
goat, chicken, cow and woman in the 

following page without sharing the text.  
Use the grid below to frame/ prompt the 

discussions… 
 
 
 
 

Read onto the next page, from ‘Wangari 
told women to plant murigono … She told 
them to plant muringa for the pure joy of 

their white flowers.’ 
Scan a copy of the first woman who 

approached Wangari, with the baby on 
her back and the child by her side facing 

the reader. Position this illustration 
alongside the illustration that 

accompanies the text read at the start of 
this session. 

Independent Activity: 
Word of the Week: 

gracefully 
 

Children share their 
ideas. 

 
 

Invite the children to 
discuss and compare 

and contrast the 
illustrations. You may 
initiate the discussion 

using the following 
prompts: What 

differences do you 
notice? Consider the use 
of colour, the distinction 
in numbers of people, 

proportion and 
composition? What is the 

significance of these 
contrasts? 

Read on to 
the next page 

up to and 
including, 

‘…peace my 
people.’ 

Exceeding 
ARE: 

 
 

 
At ARE:  

 
 

 
 

Below 
ARE:  

 
 

 
SEND 

 
 
 

PPG 
 
 
 
 

EAL 
 

Notes/ feedback following lesson 
 
 
 
 

SILVER 



Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and 
Success Criteria 

(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of knowledge 
including modelled and shared reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Tues L.O. To 
use 

speech 
marks 

correctly. 

Recap previous 
lesson. 

Make a human 
sentence on 

whiteboards – 
It’s over there 
shouted the 

girl. 
How would the 
speech marks 

fit? 
Try a few more. 
Give children 
the following 
sentence to 
write in their 

books and add 
speech 

punctuation to. 
Riley said I 

can’t wait for 
karate tonight. 

L.O. To 
understand how 
to successfully 
discuss a book.  

 
Success Criteria 

 
1. I must be able 

to compare and 
contrast 

illustrations. 
2. I should be 

able to say 
what I think. 

3. I could say 
whether a I like 

or dislike a 
book and why. 

Main activity 
Read on to the next page, up to and 

including, ‘Kenya was strong once more, 
strong and peaceful.’ 

 
Scan a copy of the first illustration of 

Wangari as a child looking into the pool of 
tadpoles. Position this illustration alongside 

the illustration that accompanies the text 
read at the start of this session. 

 
Share the next illustration of the crowd of 
faces. Discuss and elicit responses to the 
illustration using the following prompts: • 

What feelings does the image evoke? • How 
do the expressions and body language 

differ from the individuals represented up to 
this point? • How is the composition 

distinct? What impact does this have? • 
Why might the illustrator have chosen to 

present the people in this way? • Can you 
spot Wangari? What differences do you 

note about her appearance and what might 
this symbolise or suggest? • What is the 

symbolic significance of the use of colour, 
size, proportion, body language, posture, 

facial expression and the direction in which 
Wangari faces at different points in the 

story? 
 

Read to the end of the book. 
 

Scan the following illustrations of Wangari 
and place them alongside one another: • 

The very small illustration of Wangari 
seated and looking up at the lady with the 
baby on her back and child by her side. • 

Independent 
Activity: 

 
Invite the children to 
discuss and compare 

and contrast the 
illustrations. You may 
initiate the discussion 

using the following 
prompts: 

 
What contrasts do you 

note between the 
opening illustration 
and this point in the 

story? 
How does the 

illustrator use size, 
proportion, 

composition, 
directionality and 

colour to emphasise 
the contrast? 

 
Note the comments 

and add these to 
either the working wall 

or class journal 
 

 
Children note down 
their ideas in their 

books. 
 

 

Extend the 
discussion 

through 
further 

prompts such 
as: What do 

you find most 
inspiring 

about this 
story? What 
would you 

say were the 
strengths of 

the 
community 
portrayed? 
What would 

you say were 
the strengths 
of Wangari’s 
guidance?  

 
Encourage 

each child to 
note what 

they believe 
is the 

strongest 
message to 

be taken 
from this 

story. 

Exceeding 
ARE: 

 
 

 
At ARE:  

 
 

 
 

Below 
ARE:  

 
 

 
SEND 

 
 
 

PPG 
 
 
 
 

EAL 
 



Wangari facing the lady with the firewood 
and advising her to plant mikundiri trees. • 
The illustration of Wangari overseeing the 

planting a range of trees. • The mass 
gathering depicted by the sea of faces. • 

The final illustration of Wangari. 
 

What is the symbolic significance of the use 
of colour, size, proportion, body language, 
posture, facial expression and the direction 
in which Wangari faces at different points in 
the story? What does each image suggest 

about Wangari and what are the illustrations 
inviting the reader to do? 

 
Discuss with the children their overall views 

of the text using the Aidan Chambers’ 
discussion prompts as indicated in the grid 

below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Invite the children to 
discuss what each 

image suggests about 
Wangari? 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and 
Success Criteria 

(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of knowledge 
including modelled and shared reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Wed L.O. To 
know the 
rules for 

punctuatin
g speech. 

Recap learning 
so far. 

TPS: What are 
the rules for 

using speech 
marks? 

 
Share answers 

 
Try out the 

rules on some 
sentences. 

 
Write rules into 

books. 

L.O. To 
understand how 

to write a proverb 
for Mama Miti. 

Success Criteria 
 

1. I must be able 
to say what a 

proverb is. 
2. I should 
recognise the 
features of a 

proverb. 
3. I could write a 

proverb. 

Main activity 
Discuss and define the term proverb. Share 

examples of proverbs originating from 
Kenya and other parts of the continent such 
as those listed below and invite the children 

to consider which is most pertinent to the 
story. 

 
Kenyan Proverbs: 

A man who uses force is afraid of 
reasoning.  

Peace is costly but it is worth the expense.  
He who refuses to obey cannot command.  
A leader who does not take advice is not a 

leader. 
 

Bantu Proverb: Patience is the mother of a 
beautiful child.  

 
Congolese Proverb: A single bracelet does 

not jingle. 
  

African Proverbs:  
If you want to go quickly, go alone. If you 

want to go far, go together.  
A single stick may smoke, but it will not 

burn.  
However long the night, the dawn will break. 

 
Invite the children to reflect on what they 

notice about the style and structure of these 
proverbs. 

Independent 
Activity: 

Work with them to 
identify the common 
features of proverbs. 

 
Drawing on inspiration 

from the proverbs 
discussed, invite each 
child to revisit the key 

message that they 
identified as being 
central to the story 

and refine this to be 
written in the style of a 

proverb. 
The children will then 

research Kenyan 
proverbs to support 
this process which 

could culminate in the 
publication of an 
illustrated class 
collection that 

features their own 
personal efforts 

alongside the Kenyan 
proverbs sourced. 

Galloping 
gallery to 
look at 

proverbs. 

Exceeding 
ARE: 

 
 

 
At ARE:  

 
 

 
 

Below 
ARE:  

 
 

 
SEND 

 
 
 

PPG 
 
 
 
 

EAL 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 
 



 

Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and 
Success Criteria 

(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of knowledge 
including modelled and shared reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Thurs L.O. To 
spot 

mistakes 
in speech 
punctuati

on. 

Put a variety of 
sentences 

onto the board 
that are 

incorrect in 
some way (all 

linked to 
speech 

punctuation) 
Children spot 

mistakes. 
Give more for 

children to 
correct in their 

books. 

L.O. To 
understand how 

to create a 
collage.  

 
Success Criteria 

 
1. I must think 

about things in 
the world I 

would like to 
change. 

2. I should create 
a collage to 
show these 

things. 
3. I could write 

why I would like 
to see these 

things change. 

Main activity 
Discuss with the children what one thing in 
the world concerns them that they would 

like to change. 
 
 

Collate the individual collages and put these 
together to create a collage in the style of 

the mass gathering represented in the text. 

Independent 
Activity: 

Provide each child 
with their photograph, 
invite them to cut out 
their faces and use 
the old magazines 
and catalogues to 
create a collage of 

themselves. 
 

Provide each child 
with a thought bubble 

and invite them to 
write the one thing 

they would like to see 
change. 

 

Discuss how 
we could 

make 
changes as a 
school that 
might have 

an impact on 
the world 

around us. 
 
 

Link to eco 
warriors. 

Exceeding 
ARE: 

 
 

 
At ARE:  

 
 

 
 

Below 
ARE:  

 
 

 
SEND 

 
 
 

PPG 
 
 
 
 

EAL 
 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Day SPAG/ 
Phonics 
Learning 
Objective 

SPAG/Phonics 
Activity 

Main Learning 
Objectives and Success 

Criteria 
(must/should/could) 

Main Teaching/ Development of 
knowledge including modelled and 

shared reading/writing 

Activity and 
Differentiation 

Plenary Assessment 

Fri L.O.  L.O. To understand how 
to write a poem. 
 
Success Criteria: 

Main teaching: Independent work:  Exceeding ARE: 
 

 
 

At ARE:  
 
 

 
 

Below ARE:  
 

 
 

SEND 
 
 
 

PPG 
 
 
 
 

EAL 
 

Notes/ feedback following lesson: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


